
Project Grants 

Our Project Grants fund community and curriculum development projects with awards up to 
$5,000. 

To be eligible: 

• Your organization must be a 501c3 nonprofit, municipality, or state or federally
recognized tribe OR you must have a fiscal agent who is.

• Your organization must not have a current Project Grant open with Vermont
Humanities. (All required Final Reports for previous Project Grants must be submitted
before new funds can be awarded.)

Fundable projects include: 

• Community programming that invites participation in humanities discourse.
• Curriculum development with plans to share the work to increase access to the

humanities.
• Humanities experiences that are designed to support a specific affinity group or to

encourage interaction among more than one affinity group.

Both new and existing projects are eligible to apply. Project grant applications are reviewed 
three times per year. 

Review Process 

Vermont Humanities staff performs an initial grant review of all applications to ensure eligibility 
before sharing the applications with our grant review committee, which is made up of members 
of our Board of Directors and other community members in Vermont. The committee uses the 
following criteria to evaluate proposals for funding:  

• Mission: The project uses humanities tools and meets Vermont Humanities’ mission to 
connect with people across Vermont to create just, vibrant, and resilient communities 
and to inspire a lifelong love of learning.

• Engagement: The project provides opportunities to increase understanding of the 
humanities in public life, build civic engagement, or encourage democratic practice.

• Collaboration: The project includes strategies that value collaboration and 
partnership.

• Location: The project will take place in an underserved, rural, or under-resourced 
community.

• Population: the project includes leaders from or substantially engages with Native 
people or People of Color, LGBTQ+ folks, people with disabilities, or others who may 
have historically lacked access to humanities-related funding.

Due to drastic budget cuts at the National Endowment for the Humanities, we no longer have the staffing 
capacity to hold one-on-one meetings with potential applicants. However, we do offer several Zoom 
sessions where you can ask questions of our Grants team in advance of each application deadline.

https://vthumanities.wufoo.com/forms/grant-inquiry-form
https://vthumanities.wufoo.com/forms/grant-inquiry-form
https://www.vermonthumanities.org/about-vermont-humanities/our-people/board-of-directors/
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• Access: The project is fully accessible, meets or exceeds ADA guidelines, and
increases community commitment to diversity, equity, inclusion, and access.

• Evaluation: The organizers understand how to set goals and evaluate success.

In the Project Grant application, we will ask you to provide us with the following information 
about your organization and project. We will also ask you to address the following narrative 
questions. 

Please note: we use the Submittable platform for our applications. You will need to create an 
account with Submittable if you do already have one. The application can be saved and 
returned to later. 

Organization Information: 

• Organization name, address, phone, and website
• Brief description of your organization: What is the mission? 
• Organization’s Contact/Signatory Name and Email and (if different) the Project

Coordinator’s Name, Email & Phone

Fiscal Information: If using a fiscal agent, provide their information for this section. 

• Employee Identification Number (EIN)
• Organizational Fiscal Contact Name & Email
• Fiscal Agent Organization Name, Address, & Phone

Proposal Information 

• Project Title and brief project summary (300 characters)
• Requested dollar amount (between $1000 and $5000)
• Counties the project will serve
• Project Start and End dates
• Any participation cost. If there is a cost, be prepared to address strategies to ensure

economic accessibility either through pro-rated costs, scholarships, or free admission.
• Include any project partners and provide a description of their role.

Project Budget: Please prepare a project budget ahead of time to upload with your 
application. Budget should include: 

• All project expenses
• Which expenses would you direct Vermont Humanities funds toward covering?
• The income that will help you meet all your expenses

https://www.vermonthumanities.org/grants/for-applicants/about-submittable/


Project Grants 

Narrative Questions: Each question is limited to 200 words or less. 

• What are the goals of the project?
• How will you measure whether you meet these goals and evaluate the success and 

impact of the project?
• How are the humanities central to the project?
• What steps are you taking to ensure the project meets or exceeds ADA guidelines, and 

the methods you plan to use to increase the accessibility of your project?
• Describe how Diversity/Equity/Inclusion and Accessibility values will be integrated 

into the project.
• Is the project led by people who may have historically lacked access to humanities-

related funding?
• What will success of your project look like?
• Please list your partners and describe their roles in this project




