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FEDERATION OF STATE HUMANITIES COUNCILS GRANTED PRELIMINARY INJUNCTION 
IN LAWSUIT AGAINST NATIONAL ENDOWMENT FOR THE HUMANITIES 
 
Federal Judge Calls NEH Termination of Humanities Councils’ Operating Grants “Unlawful”  
 
[Arlington, VA] August 6, 2025 - A federal judge in Oregon today issued a preliminary 
injunction ruling that the termination of humanities councils’ operating grants in April by the 
National Endowment for the Humanities (NEH) was unlawful. The lawsuit was initiated by the 
Oregon Humanities and Federation of State Humanities Councils (on behalf of its member 
councils). 
 
The full decision can be read here. A previous press release on the filing of the complaint is 
available here. 
 
The lawsuit alleged that these cancellations would amount to the destruction of congressionally 
established state humanities programs that had served individual states for more than 50 years. 
The Federation and Oregon Humanities asked the Court to restore the unlawfully terminated 
grants and to take steps to assure that congressional appropriations flow to humanities councils 
so they can fulfill their mandate to serve local communities as Congress intended. 
 
“This is an excellent result and one that was only possible because of the participation of our 
members,” said Phoebe Stein, President of the Federation of State Humanities Councils. 
“However, humanities councils are still operating without their Congressionally appropriated 
funds, and many have already laid off staff and cancelled vital programs as a result. This is an 
important victory on a long road to ensuring states and territories get the resources that 
Congress intended for humanities programming in local communities. We are hopeful that this 
judgement will prevail in any further litigation of this case.” 
 
“Today's news from the Court is heartening and motivating,” said Adam Davis, Executive 
Director of Oregon Humanities. “This is one step—among many that are needed—in the large, 
ongoing endeavor to knit our communities and the country closer together. On behalf of Oregon 
Humanities, the Federation of State Humanities Councils, and all 56 state and territorial 
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humanities councils, I want to express gratitude to the Court for its preparation, speed, and 
articulation of a clear, well-founded, and deeply meaningful response.”  
 
In issuing his Order, Judge Michael H. Simon quoted Representative William D. Ford, who said 
in 1968 that, “The arts and the humanities are not frills, but are crucial to our Nation’s survival 
and continued freedom.” Judge Simon went on to specify the value of funding for humanities 
councils, writing that “One of the ‘most direct and significant benefits’ to Congress of the NEH 
structure is the ‘Federal/State Partnership,’ under which NEH provides grants to state and other 
jurisdictions in the United States, which then spend that money within their jurisdictions on local 
humanities projects. In creating this structure, Congress specifically recognized the importance 
of ‘guaranteeing the stability and assurance of federal funding’.”  

The Federation and Oregon Humanities are represented in the litigation by Anna Sortun of 
Tonkon Torp LLP in Portland, Oregon. 

### 

About the Federation of State Humanities Councils 

Founded in 1977, the Federation of State Humanities Councils (Federation) is the membership 
organization of the 56 state and jurisdictional humanities councils. The Federation supports, 
connects, and amplifies the work and voices of our members, demonstrating councils’ value for 
communities and their collective impact on civic health and cultural vibrancy. The Federation 
envisions a fully-resourced, inclusive, and thriving humanities council network. Learn more 
about the Federation and its member councils at statehumanities.org. 

About Humanities Councils 

There are 56 humanities councils—one in every state, territory, and the District of Columbia. 
These nonpartisan 501(c)3 nonprofit organizations were established in 1971 by Congress to 
make outstanding public humanities programming accessible to everyday Americans in all 
communities across the United States. For over five decades, councils have received federal 
funding from Congress through the National Endowment for the Humanities (NEH). Learn more 
about humanities councils at statehumanities.org. 
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