
Vermont Humanities and the National Endowment for the Humanities 
Frequently Asked Questions

• What has happened?

On April 2nd, Elon Musk’s Department of Government Efficiency (DOGE) sent out grant termination 
letters to over 1,200 grantees of the National Endowment for the Humanities (NEH), seemingly 
cancelling all grants awarded since 2021, when President Biden took office. This includes the five-
year general operating grant for Vermont Humanities.

• Is this legal?

No, it is illegal and unconstitutional for DOGE and the Trump Administration to cancel lawfully 
awarded federal grants that use funds appropriated by Congress. Only Congress has the authority to 
reduce or eliminate funding for the NEH or other agencies created and funded by Congress through 
the statutory budget process.

• Why is this happening?

The Trump Administration, through DOGE, is attempting to systematically dismantle or re-purpose 
large swaths of the federal government, including all cultural agencies: the NEH, the Institute 
for Museum and Library Services (IMLS), the National Park Service, the Kennedy Center for the 
Performing Arts, and the Smithsonian Institution. We expect the National Endowment for the Arts will 
be targeted soon.

• What does this mean for Vermont and Vermont Humanities?

Vermont receives several million dollars a year in grants and services through the federal cultural 
agencies. Vermont Humanities relies on the NEH for approximately 42% of its annual operating 
budget, or about $900,000 annually. Permanent elimination of NEH funding in Vermont would have a 
devastating impact on our cultural sector.

• What could we lose in Vermont?

Funding from NEH and IMLS supports Vermont Humanities projects in towns and villages in every 
county in Vermont, including:

• Early literacy training for home daycare providers and early learning centers
• Grants to libraries for collections and programming
• Professional development for librarians
• Humanities-based summer camps for middle and high school students
• Community gathering spaces and reading groups for Vermont veterans
• Read With Me programs for parents and children
• Writing and reading programs for incarcerated Vermonters



• Community-based programming for adults, including Snapshot (formerly First Wednesdays),
  Speakers Bureau, and Reading and Discussion Groups
• Vermont Reads, our signature One-book/One State reading program
• Environmental humanities programs in Vermont State Parks
• Grants for humanities projects in all 14 counties that engage thousands of Vermonters

While Vermont Humanities’ work will continue, we are facing severe cutbacks in these and other areas.

• What is Vermont Humanities doing to resist these funding cuts?

Vermont Humanities is in close contact with the other 55 state and jurisdictional humanities councils 
through our national advocacy organization, the Federation of State Humanities Councils. We 
are exploring our legal options and communicating with donors nationwide to help ensure that no 
humanities council will shut its doors due to lack of funding.

Here in Vermont, we are working in close consultation with our partners at the Vermont Arts Council 
and our legal counsel. Please visit www.vermonthumanities.org, for updated information.

• What can I do to help?

Here are four things you can do right now:

o Reach out to your elected officials in Congress and voice your support for NEH and IMLS: 		
   https://p2a.co/DdtlGIT
o Share your stories on the impact the arts and humanities make in your own lives and 
   communities, and what’s at stake in your community, by emailing info@vermonthumanities.org.
o Participate in cultural activities in your town and contribute to the work of your local cultural
   nonprofits by volunteering, donating, and spreading their message – let people know you care!
o Boost this call to action far and wide and tell your networks to raise awareness of what could 
   be lost without NEH, IMLS, and your local libraries and cultural organizations.

Your voice in this fight is so important right now. We thank you for your strength. We know that 
together we can stand in support of the arts and humanities and build just, vibrant, and resilient 
communities in Vermont and across the nation.

• Have more questions?

Contact us at info@vermonthumanities.org. We’ll get back to you as soon as we can.
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