
OCTOBER 5  n   Christopher Benfey  
Five Hard Questions about    
Kipling in Vermont     
On his farm overlooking Brattleboro, 
Rudyard Kipling wrote the Jungle Book 
and many of his Just So Stories, and began 
to draft his great novel, Kim. Christopher 
Benfey, author If: The Untold Story of Kipling’s 
American Years, answers hard questions 
about Kipling’s time in this country.
Underwriter: Lisa Schamberg and Pat Robins

OCTOBER 12  n   Eyal Press  
Dirty Work with Author Eyal Press

In his award-winning Dirty Work: 
Essential Jobs and the Hidden Toll of 
Inequality in America, journalist Eyal 

Press examines morally troubling jobs that 
society tacitly condones, and the hidden 
class of workers who do them. Press, a 
contributor to The New Yorker and The New 
York Times, discusses his book, which won 
the 2022 Hillman Prize for book journalism.

NOVEMBER 2  n    

Arribada, A Novel   
Author and Middlebury professor Gloria 
Estela Gonzalez Zenteno discusses her novel 
Arribada, about a woman confronting her 
role in environmental and social injustice, 
and a well-to-do family’s realization that their 
position rests on crimes against the natural 
world, their town, and their loved ones.
Underwriter:  Burr & Burton Academy
Partner:  Middlebury College and the 
  Andrew W. Mellon Foundation

Manchester
Manchester Community Library

7:00 pm  •  802.362.2607Learn more about all of our virtual and in-person 
events across the state at vermonthumanities.org
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DECEMBER 7  n   Andrew Liptak  
The History of Cosplay    
Cosplay— the practice of dressing up as a character 
from a movie, book, or video game—has a long 
history within science fiction and fantasy fandom. 
Andrew Liptak, author of Cosplay: A History, 
describes how cosplay has evolved from a niche 
activity of convention-goers in the mid-20th century 
to wide popularity today.

FEBRUARY 1  n   Steven Hoffbeck  
Haymaking, Barns, and Farm Memories     
In his book The Haymakers: A Chronicle of Five Farm 
Families, Steven Hoffbeck shows that haymaking 
was more than just harvesting grass, alfalfa, and 
clover. It was about toil, fears, and the fragile 
nature of human life. Anyone who grew up on a 
farm—or wishes they had—will enjoy the insights 
and humor of this multimedia presentation. 

APRIL 5  n   Eleanor Jones Harvey  
Agriculture and Abolition: The Politics of 19th 
Century Landscape Painting     
In reviewing the 1864 book, Man and Nature, along 
with the works of Hudson River School artists and 
their Southern counterparts, Smithsonian curator 
Eleanor Jones Harvey explores how images of 
agriculture served abolitionist politics in the 19th 
century.
Underwriter: Peter Gilbert Endowment Fund

MAY 3  n   Luis Vivanco  
When the Bicycle Came to Vermont     
UVM professor Luis Vivanco explores the 
fascinating early history of the bicycle in Vermont, 
an invention that generated widespread curiosity 
when it arrived here in the 1880s. Enthusiasm 
exploded statewide as bicycles became safer, 
women took to the wheel, and roads improved.
Underwriter: Woolmington, Campbell, Bent & Stasny P.C.
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