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   Resource List: 2019 Vermont Humanities Council Camps 

 

Reading Outside the Lines 

Books:  

• The Complete Maus, by Art Spiegelman. This Pulitzer Prize-winner tells the tale of 
Vladek Spiegelman, a Jewish survivor of Hitler’s Europe, by his son, a cartoonist who 
comes to terms with his father’s story and his own history.  

• The Other Side of the Wall, by Simon Schwartz. Explores the illustrator’s parents’ choice 
to explore freedom on the other side of the Berlin Wall in the 1980s.  

• Ben Franklin’s in My Bathroom!, by Candace Fleming. When Ben Franklin time travels 
to the present day, it’s 10-year old Nolan’s job to show him around and help the founding 
father explore life in the 21st Century. A chapter book for middle-grade readers with 
graphics/illustrations throughout.  

• Eleanor Roosevelt’s in My Garage!, by Candace Fleming. A civil protest in the park and 
nearly completing a loop-de-loop in in a single-engine plane are just a few of the 
adventures that 10-year old Nolan and his little sister enjoy when Eleanor Roosevelt 
travels to the 21st Century. A chapter book for middle-grade readers with 
graphics/illustrations throughout. 

• Thoreau at Walden (Center for Cartoon Studies Graphic Novel, A), by John Porcellino. 
Using only Thoreau’s own words, cartoonist John Porcellino, illustrates the ideology of 
Henry David Thoreau, exploring themes of minimalism, peace, rest and contentment off 
the beaten path.  

• They Changed the World: Bell, Edison and Tesla (Campfire Graphic Novels), by Lewis 
Helfand and Naresh Kumar. Explore how these renowned men of science arrived at their 
success in very different ways.  

• Cancer Vixen: A True Story, by Marisa Acocella Marchetto. A memoir told in graphic 
narrative format about a young woman’s fight against breast cancer.  

• Writing and Illustrating the Graphic Novel: Everything You Need to Know to Create 
Great Work and Get It Published, by Daniel Cooney. Writing graphic novels is much 
more than effectively placing “pow!” “bam!” and “zap!” in speech bubbles. In this book, 
would-be illustrators get an in-depth look at what goes into writing and illustrating a 
graphic novel.  

• Many of the participation/ice breaker activities are taken from The Discussion Book: 50 
Great Ways to Get People Talking, by Stephen D. Brookfield and Stephen Preskill 
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Poems:  

• The Gigantic Beard That Was Evil, by Stephen Collins 
• I See the Promised Land: a Life of Martin Luther King Jr., by Arthur Flowers 
• Sita's Ramayana, by Samhita Arni 

Videos:  

• “Why Comics Belong in the Classroom,” by TEDx; a teacher and cartoonist gives a short 
presentation on why he believes that comics and graphic novels have an important place 
in schools. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Oz4JqAJbxj0 

• “Graphic Novelist Art Spiegelman,” by CBC; a biography-based video covering the 
critically-acclaimed works of art Spiegelman. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EZefKS-WEo4 

• “People of the Graphic Novel,” by Citizen Film; a short history of graphic novels. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kUdeMmdn9AY 

• “History of the Graphic Novel,” offers a short history of using images to depict story, 
dating back to hieroglyphics in ancient Egypt. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0xw3N2GIUZc 

• “Graphic Novels Draw Kids Into Reading,” by It’s Relevant TV; student interviews delve 
into why they love graphic novels. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PCaRfx8wyQE 

• “Arthur Flowers Performs from I See the Promised Land: a Life of Martin Luther King 
Jr. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MWLfYDQ7Uq4 

• “How to Create a Comic Strip,” by Learn: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ufOXBuGhVWg 

• “Growth Mindset,” by Hye Lim; short graphic narrative describing fixed vs. growth 
mindset: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aNWA3ZwJdLk&list=PLKKNIP_pxNuUiiButng92r
vaSCKPfLpwv&index=20 

Articles:  

• VICE magazine: “A New Graphic Novel Explores the Pain of Childhood Stardom,” by 
Michael Kupperman. https://www.vice.com/en_us/article/438d5m/a-new-graphic-novel-
explores-the-pain-of-childhood-stardom 

• Publisher’s Weekly: “How Graphic Novels Became the Hottest Section in the Library,” 
by Heidi MacDonald. https://www.publishersweekly.com/pw/by-topic/industry-
news/libraries/article/57093-how-graphic-novels-became-the-hottest-section-in-the-
library.html 

• The New York Times: “How Graphic Novels and Comics Can Move a Story,” by Melina 
Delkic. https://www.nytimes.com/2018/05/28/insider/graphic-novels-comics-book-
review.html 

• Poynter: “Journalists, Artists Tell Stories with Nonfiction Graphic Novels,” by Mallary 
Jean Tenore. https://www.poynter.org/news/journalists-artists-tell-stories-nonfiction-
graphic-novels 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Oz4JqAJbxj0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EZefKS-WEo4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kUdeMmdn9AY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0xw3N2GIUZc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PCaRfx8wyQE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MWLfYDQ7Uq4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ufOXBuGhVWg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aNWA3ZwJdLk&list=PLKKNIP_pxNuUiiButng92rvaSCKPfLpwv&index=20
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aNWA3ZwJdLk&list=PLKKNIP_pxNuUiiButng92rvaSCKPfLpwv&index=20
https://www.vice.com/en_us/article/438d5m/a-new-graphic-novel-explores-the-pain-of-childhood-stardom
https://www.vice.com/en_us/article/438d5m/a-new-graphic-novel-explores-the-pain-of-childhood-stardom
https://www.publishersweekly.com/pw/by-topic/industry-news/libraries/article/57093-how-graphic-novels-became-the-hottest-section-in-the-library.html
https://www.publishersweekly.com/pw/by-topic/industry-news/libraries/article/57093-how-graphic-novels-became-the-hottest-section-in-the-library.html
https://www.publishersweekly.com/pw/by-topic/industry-news/libraries/article/57093-how-graphic-novels-became-the-hottest-section-in-the-library.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/05/28/insider/graphic-novels-comics-book-review.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/05/28/insider/graphic-novels-comics-book-review.html
https://www.poynter.org/news/journalists-artists-tell-stories-nonfiction-graphic-novels
https://www.poynter.org/news/journalists-artists-tell-stories-nonfiction-graphic-novels
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• Playful Learning, “5 Great Reasons to Read Graphic Novels,” by Playful Learning. 
https://www.playfullearning.net/resource/5-great-reasons-read-graphic-novels/ 

• The Daily Utah Chronicle, “Graphic Novels vs. Comic Books: What’s the Difference?” 
by Savannah Turk. http://dailyutahchronicle.com/2012/09/19/graphic-novels-vs-comic-
books-whats-the-difference 

• Youth Today, “The Comic Book Project,” by Carrie Harland. 
https://youthtoday.org/2004/09/the-comic-book-project/ 
Newsday, “Graphic novels vs. books: Which do you prefer?” by Leela Tickoo. 
https://www.newsday.com/lifestyle/family/kidsday/graphic-novels-vs-books-1.14989671 
 

Dreams for a New Life: An Exploration of Immigrants and Refugees in the US   

• Out of Nowhere, by Maria Padian. This interesting and fast-paced story of a northern 
Maine town with an influx of Somali refugees focuses on soccer, friendships, prejudice 
and the lessons learned when two distinct groups come together to form a new 
community.  

• Home of the Brave, by Katherine Applegate. In this lyrical novel, Kek, a transplanted 
African boy, experiences all that a cold, Minnesota winter has to offer as he waits to be 
reunited with his family. Unlikely friendships with a girl in foster care, a woman farmer 
and a cow make Kek’s new home feel warmer and more friendly.  

• The Arrival, (young reader book--no language) by Shaun Tan. This beautifully-illustrated 
and poignant picture book tells the story of an immigrant traveling to the U.S., without 
his family...and their joyful reunion.  

• The Name Jar (picture book), by Yangsook Choi. Unhei, a little girl who has recently 
moved to the U.S., from Korea, believes she needs a new name that’s easier for people to 
pronounce. Will she choose one of the name suggestions from the jar at school, or 
determine to keep her own name?  

• Stand Tall, Molly Lou Melon (picture book), by Patty Lovell. Who says differences have 
to be detrimental? Molly Lou Melon relishes the ways in which she’s different and sees 
herself as completely and perfectly unique in this fun book.  

• Coming to America: The Story of Immigration, (picture book) by Betsy Maestro. Inspired 
by immigration history in the U.S., this book is filled with whimsical watercolor 
paintings depicting the process of becoming a new American.  

Articles: 

• “The book every new American citizen — and every old one, too — should read,” by 
Carlos Lozada/The Washington Post: (https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/book-
party/wp/2015/12/17/the-book-every-new-american-citizen-and-every-old-one-too-
should-read/?noredirect=on&utm_term=.f6608cdfe734) 

• “Teen Immigrants: Five American Stories,” by PBS: 
https://www.pbs.org/inthemix/shows/show_teen_immigrants.html 

https://www.playfullearning.net/resource/5-great-reasons-read-graphic-novels/
http://dailyutahchronicle.com/2012/09/19/graphic-novels-vs-comic-books-whats-the-difference
http://dailyutahchronicle.com/2012/09/19/graphic-novels-vs-comic-books-whats-the-difference
https://youthtoday.org/2004/09/the-comic-book-project/
https://www.newsday.com/lifestyle/family/kidsday/graphic-novels-vs-books-1.14989671
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/book-party/wp/2015/12/17/the-book-every-new-american-citizen-and-every-old-one-too-should-read/?noredirect=on&utm_term=.f6608cdfe734
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/book-party/wp/2015/12/17/the-book-every-new-american-citizen-and-every-old-one-too-should-read/?noredirect=on&utm_term=.f6608cdfe734
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/book-party/wp/2015/12/17/the-book-every-new-american-citizen-and-every-old-one-too-should-read/?noredirect=on&utm_term=.f6608cdfe734
https://www.pbs.org/inthemix/shows/show_teen_immigrants.html
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• “Meet Young Immigrants,” by Scholastic. Features five stories of immigrants to the U.S.: 
http://teacher.scholastic.com/activities/immigration/young_immigrants/ 

• “In School for the First Time, Teenage Immigrants Struggle,” by Jennifer Medina/The 
New York Times: https://www.nytimes.com/2009/01/25/education/25ellis.html 

Poetry:  

• The New Colossus, by Emma Lazarus 
• Immigrant Picnic, by Gregory Djanikian 
• Home, by Warsan Shire 

Video/Other media: 

• History of Immigration in America (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Fe79i1mu-mc) 
• From Damascus to Detroit (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TCJC_BeYhkw) 
• 6 Things All Immigrant Kids Experience 

(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oZq6GW5pkc0)  
• I Am a Refugee: Global Refugees Share Their Stories 

(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TCJC_BeYhkw)  
• Being American (https://vimeo.com/70202919) 
• 5 Ways to Kill Your Dreams 

(https://www.ted.com/talks/bel_pesce_5_ways_to_kill_your_dreams) 
 

Vermont Reads March, Book One: The American Journey of Civil and Human Rights 

Books:  

• March: Book One: The American Journey of Civil and Human Rights 
• Our Rights: How kids are changing the world, by Janet Wilson. Profiles 10 children from 

around the world who have stood up for human rights. Also includes shorter sidebar 
profiles of other children who’ve done the same.  

• Separate Is Never Equal: Sylvia Mendez and Her Family’s Fight for Desegregation, by 
Duncan Tonatiuh. This picture book, a Jane Addams Award Book, chronicles the life of 
Sylvia Mendez and her family who helped end segregated schools in California.  

• The Civil Rights Movement: A Photographic History, 1954-68, by Steven Kasher. This 
iconic book is packed with black and white photos of the civil rights movement. Note: 
some images are graphic.  

• The Future of Human Rights, by Allison Brysk. Looks at the changing world and the 
ever-present need for human rights in any landscape.  

• We Are All Born Free: The Universal Declaration of Human Rights in Pictures, by 
Amnesty International. A beautiful picture book exploring the theme of human rights and 
freedom for all.  

http://teacher.scholastic.com/activities/immigration/young_immigrants/
https://www.nytimes.com/2009/01/25/education/25ellis.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Fe79i1mu-mc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TCJC_BeYhkw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oZq6GW5pkc0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TCJC_BeYhkw
https://vimeo.com/70202919
https://www.ted.com/talks/bel_pesce_5_ways_to_kill_your_dreams
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• Stella by Starlight, by Sharon M. Draper. This fiction, middle-grade book explores the 
civil rights movement and the segregation in America from a brother and sister’s point of 
view. Set in 1932.  

• White Water, by Michael S. Bandy. This picture book follows Michael’s curiosity as he 
explores the “whites only” drinking fountain in the town square. What will happen next? 

• Many of the participation/ice breaker activities are taken from The Discussion Book: 50 
Great Ways to Get People Talking, by Stephen D. Brookfield and Stephen Preskill 

Poems:  

• Ballad of Birmingham, by Dudley Randall 
• Alien, Part I, by Martha Collins 
• Amos, 1963, by Margaret Walker 
• Apprenticed to Justice, by Kimberly Blaeser 
• Equality, by Maya Angelou 
• I, Too, by Langston Hughes 

Videos:  

• “Selma March and ‘Bloody Sunday,’” Representative John Lewis speaks briefly about 
the Selma March commemorating its 50-year anniversary. https://www.c-
span.org/classroom/document/?7413 

• “Civil Rights Movement,” video by History.com offers a short summary of the 
culmination of the civil rights movement and March on Washington. 
https://www.history.com/topics/black-history/civil-rights-movement 

• “Civil Rights and the 1950s: Crash Course US History #39” by Crash Course. This 12-
minute, engaging video gives a great overview of the timeline of the civil rights 
movement in the U.S. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S64zRnnn4Po 

• “What Are The Universal Human Rights?” by Benedetta Berti. Quick overview of what 
human rights are and how the UN was established to protect the rights of humankind. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nDgIVseTkuE 

• “Human Rights Explained In A Beautiful Two Minute Animation,” by RightsInfo. Note: 
this is a UK publication, but still offers a great, brief look at what human rights are and 
why they’re important. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pRGhrYmUjU4 

• “Human Rights,” by Alexandros Maragos, very brief, 2-minute video on the importance 
of human rights.  https://vimeo.com/4324823  

• “Human Rights the Funny & Fast Way,” by LoveZoom. This two-minute video gets kids 
ideas on human rights. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DZHZyssp1Ss 

• Dr. Seuss’ “The Sneetches” offers an easy-to-understand look at racism/segregation and 
privilege. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PdLPe7XjdKc 

• “Human Rights & Civil Liberties Distinguished,” by Iriss, offers a quick, 2-minute video 
contrasting human rights and civil rights. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h8Kafz17tuk 
 

https://www.c-span.org/classroom/document/?7413
https://www.c-span.org/classroom/document/?7413
https://www.history.com/topics/black-history/civil-rights-movement
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S64zRnnn4Po
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nDgIVseTkuE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pRGhrYmUjU4
https://vimeo.com/4324823
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DZHZyssp1Ss
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PdLPe7XjdKc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h8Kafz17tuk
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Articles:  

• “Civil Rights Timeline,” by Layers of Learning (to be used in conjunction with the video, 
“Civil Rights and the 1950s: Crash Course US History #39”). https://layers-of-
learning.com/wp-content/uploads/2011/01/Civil-Rights-Timeline.pdf 

• “Grant, Reconstruction and the KKK,” PBS archives, offers more in-depth look at how 
and why the KKK formed and what it stood for. 
https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/americanexperience/features/grant-kkk/ 

• “Equality still elusive 50 years after Civil Rights Act,” by Richard Wolf/USA Today. 
Article covers the challenges blacks continue to face in today’s society. 
https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/nation/2014/01/19/civil-rights-act-
progress/4641967/ 

 

Explore and Discover 

• No Summit out of Sight: The True Story of the Youngest Person to Climb the Seven 
Summits, by Jordan Romero. This jaw-dropping tale chronicles the scale of the largest 
peaks in the world...by a fifteen-year-old. At age thirteen, Jordan climbed Mount Everest 
and was the youngest person to ever do so.  

• The Impossible Rescue: The True Story of an Amazing Arctic Adventure, by Martin W. 
Sandler. In 1897, the whaling trade was hugely lucrative...and hugely dangerous. The 
Impossible Rescue tells the true-life tale of a riveting arctic rescue by three men who 
attempted to rescue ships filled with stranded, ice-locked whalers.  

• The Boys Who Challenged Hitler: Knud Pedersen and the Churchill Club, by Phillip 
Hoose. Imagine living in a country which chose not to challenge Hitler and the German 
occupation. Then imagine feeling so ashamed of your nation’s leaders that you decide to 
do something about it. In this true-life tale, Knud Pedersen, a fifteen-year-old, along with 
his brother and a handful of friends decide to take action. This is an inspiring tale of 
courage, adventure and patriotism.  

• Hatchet, by Gary Paulson. This classic coming-of-age adventure story follows thirteen-
year old Brian Roberson, who must survive an airplane accident deep in the wilds if he’s 
to return to safety and civilization. The sole survivor of the plane crash, Brian sets out 
with only a windbreaker and hatchet on an adventure that readers will never forget.  

• Boys Who Rocked the World: Heroes from King Tut to Bruce Lee, by Michelle Roehm 
McCann. Think history is dull? Think again! This fun, engaging book teaches about 
history icons from Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart to Steve Jobs, Crazy Horse, Stephen King 
and more. Packed with a variety of achievements, backgrounds and time periods, this is a 
must-read history book.  

• Girls Who Rocked the World: Heroines from Joan of Arc to Mother Teresa, by Michelle 
Roehm McCann. What’s a girl to do when she wants to learn more about the some of the 
most notable women in history? Pick up a copy of Girls Who Rocked the World. This 

https://layers-of-learning.com/wp-content/uploads/2011/01/Civil-Rights-Timeline.pdf
https://layers-of-learning.com/wp-content/uploads/2011/01/Civil-Rights-Timeline.pdf
https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/americanexperience/features/grant-kkk/
https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/nation/2014/01/19/civil-rights-act-progress/4641967/
https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/nation/2014/01/19/civil-rights-act-progress/4641967/
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book is jam-packed with a collection of 46 illustrated examples of strong female role 
models: from Harriet Tubman to Coco Chanel to Maya Lin and many, many more.  

• "Why Won't You Just Tell Us the Answer?": Teaching Historical Thinking in Grades 7-
12, by Bruce A. Lesh. Using a process of investigation, students become involved in the 
learning process in a deep way. As they learn to study history using innovative and fresh 
techniques, rather than rote memorization, new information sticks and is better retained. 
This excellent book is written by a veteran teacher who has turned the study of history on 
its head.  

Articles:  

• “How to Help Teens Find Purpose,” by Patrick Cook-Deegan/Greater Good: 
https://greatergood.berkeley.edu/article/item/how_to_help_teens_find_purpose 

• “High School History Doesn't Have to Be Boring,” by David Cutler/The Atlantic: 
https://www.theatlantic.com/education/archive/2014/05/how-i-teach-history/361459/ 

• Stuff You Missed in History Class offers a lot of great articles as well as a podcast on a 
number of different historical events and people: https://www.missedinhistory.com/ 

• “Tips for Teenagers Who Want to Travel the World,” by Brenna Holeman: 
https://www.thisbatteredsuitcase.com/tips-for-teenagers-who-want-to-travel-the-world/ 

• “12 Fresh Ideas for Social Studies,” by Elizabeth Weiland/The Teaching Channel 
(*includes interesting lessons like, “How to Mummify a Chicken,” when studying about 
Egyptian mummification process): 
https://www.teachingchannel.org/blog/2014/08/07/fresh-ideas-for-social-studies 

• “King Tut: The Teen Whose Death Rocked Egypt,” by A.R. Williams/National 
Geographic: https://news.nationalgeographic.com/2015/11/151124-tut-biography-egypt-
tomb-archaeology/ 

• “Read Amelia Earhart’s 1933 Advice To A Teen Girl Who Wanted To Be A Pilot,” by 
Jenavieve Hatch/Huff Post: https://www.huffingtonpost.com/entry/read-amelia-earharts-
1933-advice-to-a-teen-girl-who-wanted-to-be-a-pilot_us_569f9683e4b0875553c26328 

• Mr. Nussbaum site has a lot of good articles on explorers throughout history: 
https://www.mrnussbaum.com/explorers/famous-explorers/ 

• “The Mysteries of the Bermuda Triangle,” by Ty Sawyer/The Travel Channel: 
https://www.travelchannel.com/interests/haunted/articles/the-mysteries-of-the-bermuda-
triangle 

Video/Other media: 

• Teen Kids News has a great collection of over 100 videos on historical events or “the 
history of,” people, places and things: https://teenkidsnews.com/category/tkn-
news/history/ 

• King Tut and His Treasures for Kids: Biography of Tutankhamun, Discovery of his 
Tomb: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dmkDPaHSBzg 

• Amelia Earhart, Pilot | Biography: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_WLpFFaNciA 

https://greatergood.berkeley.edu/article/item/how_to_help_teens_find_purpose
https://www.theatlantic.com/education/archive/2014/05/how-i-teach-history/361459/
https://www.missedinhistory.com/
https://www.thisbatteredsuitcase.com/tips-for-teenagers-who-want-to-travel-the-world/
https://www.teachingchannel.org/blog/2014/08/07/fresh-ideas-for-social-studies
https://news.nationalgeographic.com/2015/11/151124-tut-biography-egypt-tomb-archaeology/
https://news.nationalgeographic.com/2015/11/151124-tut-biography-egypt-tomb-archaeology/
https://www.huffingtonpost.com/entry/read-amelia-earharts-1933-advice-to-a-teen-girl-who-wanted-to-be-a-pilot_us_569f9683e4b0875553c26328
https://www.huffingtonpost.com/entry/read-amelia-earharts-1933-advice-to-a-teen-girl-who-wanted-to-be-a-pilot_us_569f9683e4b0875553c26328
https://www.mrnussbaum.com/explorers/famous-explorers/
https://www.travelchannel.com/interests/haunted/articles/the-mysteries-of-the-bermuda-triangle
https://www.travelchannel.com/interests/haunted/articles/the-mysteries-of-the-bermuda-triangle
https://teenkidsnews.com/category/tkn-news/history/
https://teenkidsnews.com/category/tkn-news/history/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dmkDPaHSBzg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_WLpFFaNciA
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• A glimpse of teenage life in ancient Rome: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=juWYhMoDTN0 

• Top 5 Facts About the Bermuda Triangle: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aBN6jvPmZGs 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=juWYhMoDTN0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aBN6jvPmZGs

