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It Has Been a Privilege and a Pleasure

I

began my job as executive director of the Vermont Humanities Council
in 2002 on the day before Town Meeting Day. The timing seems
appropriate given that town meeting is such a Vermont historical tradition
as well as venerable example of civic engagement and civility; those are
values that are an integral part of the work of the Vermont Humanities
Council and of the humanities generally.
It has been a privilege and a pleasure to serve in
this capacity for the last 16 years. I think mine is the
best job in Vermont—indeed one of the best jobs
anywhere. And I believe that the work of the Council
and the need for the humanities are perhaps needed
now more than ever.
I continue to be inspired by the extraordinary
individuals and organizations with whom I have had
the privilege of working—the VHC staff and board,
past and present; the hundreds of gifted and committed
Peter A. Gilbert
people with whom VHC has worked; and the thousands
Executive Director
of treasured friends and generous donors who have
enabled VHC to do all that it has done and will continue to do. I will
continue to be grateful for their friendship, support, and help.
And I continue to be inspired by the power that the humanities have
on individuals of all ages and backgrounds, and the humanities’ capacity
to build strong and healthy communities —to make Vermont an even
more attractive place to live.
The benefits of the humanities are many and large. They help us
appreciate how powerful and profound the connections are that bind us
together. They help us know the best and worst of the past, and remind
us of the perils of pride. They help us understand where we came from,
which helps us understand who we are and who we might become.
They encourage us and help us to lead thoughtful, examined lives —
to live deliberately, and fully. They enrich our lives, they nurture our
empathy, and they invite us to try to be our best selves.
We need to keep in mind the great themes of history, literature,
philosophy, religion, and art, the “old universal truths” that William
Faulkner pointed to as the stuff of great literature: “love and honor and
pity and pride and compassion and sacrifice.” We should keep them
in mind because they are issues of ultimate importance, sources of
deathbed satisfactions or sorrows.
This is a good time for me to take on new challenges and new
opportunities, including volunteering at home and abroad, traveling,
backpacking, and writing more, as well as starting in on a very tall stack
of books I’m looking forward to reading.
Thank you again for your interest in and support for VHC and
the humanities.

Feature Story

Images (clockwise): VHC’s Summer
2002 newsletter announcing Peter’s
arrival; leading a Robert Frost poetry
discussion at VHC, 2011; with VHC
staff, 2005; at a Vermont Reads event
with author Katherine Paterson, 2010;
signing his book of VPR commentaries,
2012; presenting the inaugural
Swenson Award, 2003.

Thank You, Peter. . . Because Ideas Do Matter
VHC Board Chair Rolf Diamant reflects on Peter Gilbert’s VHC legacy

P

eter Gilbert believes passionately that in Vermont, ideas
matter. He often says, “The humanities enrich our lives
and strengthen our communities.” In his 16 years as VHC’s
executive director, he has championed engagement with
the world of ideas statewide: in cities and villages, schools,
hospitals, libraries, childcare centers, and prisons. As a
result, many Vermonters from varied backgrounds have
been touched by literature and lifelong learning.
His decision to retire provides us with an opportunity
to reflect on the many accomplishments of his remarkable
tenure. He led the Council into productive partnerships
with schools, libraries, hospitals, and institutions of higher
education across Vermont that impact lives in countless
ways. Because of these joint programs, parents learn how
best to read with their children. Military veterans and
health care providers participate in specialized reading
groups. Adults can stay engaged in the world of ideas
through free lectures and discussion groups in their
communities. And at-risk middle schoolers gain new
reading and speaking skills in summer humanities camps.
Peter started the flagship First Wednesdays series of
public lectures, which has grown to include nine host
libraries, each offering a unique program on the first
Wednesday of the month, from October through May.
He helped bring national and international figures such

as Salman Rushdie, Billy Collins, Taylor Branch, Isabel
Wilkerson, Hedrick Smith, and David Sanger to Vermont
for this series.
Under his leadership, VHC completed an $800,000
“Humanities at the Center” capital campaign to purchase a
building and move to Montpelier from Morrisville in 2005.
This move positioned the Council, literally and figuratively,
to fill a more central place in Vermont communities and in
Vermonters’ lives.
As a frequent commentator for Vermont Public Radio,
Peter has used his clear and articulate voice to expand the
reach of the humanities. His insightful essays have touched
on topics ranging from civic courage to Shakespeare in
America, from Joe Hill to LBJ, and from the last passenger
pigeon to the 1963 Birmingham bombing.
The Board joins me in recognizing Peter’s extraordinary
contributions to the breadth, depth, and vigor of the
Council’s work. We sincerely thank Peter for his unflagging
energy, his creativity and resourcefulness, and his steady
and calm leadership and service to the Council — and most
importantly — to the people of Vermont. The board is
committed to recruiting another outstanding leader who
will continue to build on the Council’s fine work, and who
will seek new opportunities to use the humanities to help
us live examined, caring, and productive lives.
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Katherine Paterson, author of Bread and Roses,Too:

“There’s a story here that needs to be uncovered.”

K

atherine Paterson is the author of
more than 30 books, including
Bridge to Terabithia. She has won both
the Newbery Medal and the National
Book Award twice. In the following
interview excerpt, Paterson discusses her
book, Bread and Roses, Too, VHC’s 2018
Vermont Reads pick (see opposite page).
What gave you the idea to write about
the 1912 “Bread and Roses” strike in
the Lawrence, MA textile mills?
When the Barre Historical Society
collection was in the top floor of the
Aldrich Library, I saw a picture there
of children standing on the steps of
the Old Labor Hall. The caption was,
“Children from the Lawrence strike
come to Barre.” I had one of those
writerly chills up and down my spine
that said, “There’s a story here that
needs to be uncovered.”
When I began to dig, there wasn’t
a lot of information to be found.
I thought, “This is the most important
labor strike in this country.”
Why wasn’t there a lot of information
about the strike at that time?
The truth of the matter is, between
the church and the political systems,
the strikers were made to be ashamed
of what they had done. They were seen
as not being patriotic, and not being
Christian. So they didn’t talk about
the strike.
What led the strike’s organizers to
send children to Barre?
The organizers were very clever.
Their idea was, if we send them
from Lawrence to stay with other
sympathetic union families, it will get
in the newspapers. And it did. You
know, if you’re trying to let the world
know about this situation, you have
to figure out how to get the big city
newspapers interested.
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Katherine Paterson
For the Italians in Barre to open
their hearts and their homes to these
children, it was remarkably generous.
I read somewhere, when the children
went home to Lawrence, their parents
didn’t recognize them because they
had gained weight, and were wearing
beautiful clothes, and were rosy
cheeked and healthy.
Have you found that children are able
to identify with that era when they
read the book?
That’s why it is wonderful to write
for children. They’re eager to be part
of the story. When I talk to students,
I always tell them that they are
my coauthors.
Which Vermont Reads Bread and
Roses, Too activities do you think
would be enriching for communities?
I think a tour of Barre might be a very
good activity. You have the Old Labor
Hall, you have the Robert Burns statue,
which was paid for by the Scots but
carved by the Italians. There are several
people in Barre that know a lot about
the history of the Labor Hall.

What is it like to have a second book
chosen for Vermont Reads?
You know, I truly love it. I’m very
proud of Barre. It doesn’t get all the
respect that it should, because it’s a
working-class town, and it almost
always has been. I think they should
get their due.
When The Day of the Pelican was
selected, it was wonderful. I went to
a lot of immigrant communities, and
they told about their own experiences.
I love that kind of sharing. . . It helps
us understand other people’s lives, and
struggles, and the wonders of other
human beings who managed to survive
and triumph.
Read the full interview at

vermonthumanities.org/paterson
Katherine Paterson will make 
four appearances— in Bradford,
Richmond, Rutland, and 
St. Johnsbury — for Vermont 
Reads 2018. For details, visit
vermonthumanities.org/vr18.

News and
Notes

Take Part in Vermont Reads 2018!
Bread and Roses, Too by Katherine Paterson

V

ermont communities are invited to participate in a statewide read of Bread and
Roses, Too by Katherine Paterson. This novel of historical fiction tells the story
of the 1912 “Bread and Roses” strike in the Lawrence, Massachusetts textile mills
through the eyes of an Italian-American girl and a runaway boy.
Paterson is a world-renowned children’s author, Vermont resident, and frequent
VHC presenter. The novel relates the journey of Rosa, who, along with Jake and other
children, are sent temporarily out of harm’s way to foster families in Barre, Vermont,
as children actually were during the strike. Communities can explore many topics,
including the immigrant experience in America, labor history, and Vermont history.
The book takes its name from the strikers’ banners in the story that proclaimed,
“We want bread and roses, too.”
Libraries, schools, and other nonprofit organizations may apply; collaboration
among town organizations and businesses is strongly encouraged.

RECEIVE FREE books and programming support for your community.
• HOST readings, discussions, and community events in your schools,

•

libraries, and local businesses.

Application due: June 1
•

Applications: vtreads.org or
Richelle Franzoni at
rfranzoni@vermonthumanities.org
or 802.262.1355.

LISTEN to Vermont Public Radio’s Vermont Reads feature.

Underwriter

Media Partner

Jan Blomstrann

With support from the

Jack and Dorothy Byrne
Foundation

IDEAS ON TAP: Setting the Bar for Engaging Conversations
Presented with ArtsRiot in Burlington

J

oin us this spring for another round of our popular Ideas on Tap series of eclectic and
interactive humanities talks. We are pleased to partner with the University of Vermont’s
Humanities Center for these free events.
All talks start at 5:30 pm at ArtsRiot on South Pine Street in Burlington. Attendees are
welcome to order from ArtsRiot’s kitchen and bar during the event.
March 21: Apples to Apples:
Deciphering Sounds and Images in
an Era of Media Saturation

May 16: Busting Out of the
Ivory Tower: Journey from
Academic to Artist

With University of Vermont Film and
Television Studies professor David Jenneman

With artist, author, and anthropologist
Dana Walrath

April 18: Myth Matters: Meaning Making
and the Myths in Everyday Modern Life

Visit vermonthumanities.org/ideas for
more information.

With folklorists and Champlain faculty
Kerry Noonan and Steve Wehmeyer

Vermont Humanities  •  Spring 2018  •  Page 5

News and
Notes

  2017 Swenson Award Winner Marsha Cassel:

“It’s through the humanities that we define ourselves.”

Marsha Cassel

R

utland High School teacher 
Marsha Cassel received the Victor
R. Swenson Humanities Educator of the
Year Award at VHC’s Fall Conference in
November. Here is an excerpt from her
stirring acceptance speech:

“So . . . what is the work? What is this
legacy? I am here to tell you that it can
no longer go without saying that it’s
through the humanities that we define
ourselves. This must be said and resaid,
persistently. We have to affirm that it
is, in fact, through the humanities that
we narrate, celebrate and sometimes
commiserate our individual and
collective journeys. It’s how we express
our struggle with the mysteries inside
us and the mysteries outside of us all.
Our stories, our poetry, our music, our
theater, our film, our paintings, our
dances, and all of our artifacts remind
us of where we came from; where we
got lost; where we stumbled. They also
point to where we are destined to go
because of our yearnings or due to the
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choices that we’ve already made. The
humanities make up our playbook.
But we also have this double-edged
sword of technology that we are here
exploring.
We were reminded in one of our
advance readings for the conference
that ‘Technology is a marvel because it
can manipulate our sense of time and
shrink the distance between physical
spaces.’ The railroad, the car, the jet.
And yes, this is true and amazing and
praiseworthy and it’s convenient, too.
And it does technically and physically
bring us together.
Yet, even though we benefit from
the collective social progress that each
generation has provided, the closing
of the distance between the respective
hearts and minds of two people —
as opposed to geographical places —
is a task that must be carefully
negotiated anew with every fresh
interpersonal encounter.
And closing that gap is not
the business of machines and not

accomplished with great dispatch.
Transcending such a distance is about
patience, and presence, and wisdom,
empathy, and sometimes etiquette;
mindfulness, careful communication,
curiosity and sharing, intuition. These
qualities are cultivated through the
humanities. We are neglecting and
devaluing these skills — again — as
paraphrased from our reading for the
conference: ‘We may have sacrificed
the near to gain the far.’ . . .
Yet I am not prepared to take my
precious words, art and music and shiver
in the darkness. It’s time . . . to reject the
ridiculous and artificial rivalry between
the sciences and the humanities. They
must co-exist and co-evolve. Science is
essential and promising, but whether its
products become toys, tools, or weapons
will be debated, framed, litigated and
mitigated by the humanities. . . .
So I invite you to join me in a
couple of missions. First, use your voice
and your influence, unapologetically,
to reclaim the importance of the
humanities wherever and whenever
you have a chance. Don’t be bystanders.
It is counterproductive to lament how
impoverished our status has become, or
to spitefully hang back and say ‘I told
you so.’ It’s time to rehabilitate the
humanities’ reputation.
Next: get out of your comfort zones.
As guardians of the humanities, reach
across your hemispheres, reach across
the school, reach across the community
and make peace and make friends with
science and technology. Let us not be
merely curators of cultural treasures,
let us also be crusaders, in the best sense
of that word. Because, if we are meant
to thrive or perhaps even just survive,
our future depends on it.
Thank you.”
Read the full speech at

vermonthumanities.org/cassel

News and
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Summer is coming! Consider hosting a
Reading Frederick Douglass event in your community.
Community Events Exploring Frederick Douglass’s Fourth of July Address of 1852

I

n 1852, Frederick Douglass, one of our nation’s greatest
“Fellow-citizens; above your
orators, was asked to speak at an event commemorating
national, tumultuous joy, I hear
the signing of the Declaration of Independence. In his
the mournful wail of millions!
provocative speech, Douglass said, “This Fourth of July
Whose chains, heavy and grievous
is yours, not mine. You may rejoice, I must mourn.”
yesterday, are, to-day, rendered
And he asked, “Do you mean, citizens, to mock me, by
more intolerable by the jubilee
asking me to speak to-day?”
shouts that reach them.”
Douglass’s speech remains emotionally powerful,
thought-provoking, and relevant more than a century and
– Frederick Douglass, 1852
a half after he gave it. Each year VHC invites groups and
communities statewide to organize public participatory
readings of his compelling speech on or close to July 4.
Reading Frederick Douglass 2018:
In 2017 a wonderful variety of organizing partners
How to Get Involved
participated, including many public libraries, the Chester
Arthur State Historic site, the Peace and Justice Center,
•  Complete the online form at vermonthumanities.org/douglass
South Burlington High School, a senior living center in
to let us know you are interested in hosting an event.
Bennington, the Northeast Kingdom Civil War roundtable,
•  Resources on VHC’s website include videos of past events,
the Rutland NAACP, the Jamaica Community Arts
information about Frederick Douglass, speech transcripts,
Council, and the WGDR radio station. Thirty communities
FAQs, and a discussion guide for hosting a reading.
held events in libraries, on town greens, on city hall steps,
in museum galleries, gazeboes, churches, and even a
•  After a public Reading Frederick Douglass event in Vermont,
welcome center.
the first twenty-five groups to submit a brief report will
VHC thanks Mass Humanities and Community
receive $150.
Change, Inc., which have been organizing Douglass
events since 2009.

Swenson Award 2018:  

Do You Know a Fantastic Teacher
Who Deserves Recognition?
VHC invites nominations for the 2018 Victor R. Swenson
Humanities Educator Award, which recognizes a Vermont
educator in grades 6 through 12 who exemplifies excellence
in the teaching of the humanities. The award is named for
VHC’s founding Executive Director Victor R. Swenson and
is presented annually at VHC’s fall conference in November.
2017 Swenson Award winner Marsha Cassel of
Rutland High School with VHC board Chair
Ben Doyle (left) and Victor R. Swenson.

Nominations are due April 30. Nominate a teacher online,
and learn more at vermonthumanities.org/swenson .
Questions: Linda Wrazen at 802.262.1357 or lwrazen@
vermonthumanities.org.
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Farewell and Thanks
to Our Departing
Board Members
VHC thanks three long-standing board
members who have fulfilled their terms.

World War II soldiers in the 10th Mountain Division of ski troops were featured in a recent
Before Your Time podcast episode.

Podcast Series Explores Vermont’s
History, “One Object at a Time”

I

n November, VHC
launched a new
monthly podcast series
in partnership with the
Vermont Historical
Society and VTDigger. The Before
Your Time series explores Vermont’s
history through objects housed in
the Historical Society’s permanent
collection. Each episode takes a close
look at the people, the events, or the
ideas that surround a particular artifact.
A rugbeater that was used to clean
carpets after the 1927 flood served as
the entry point for stories about the
biggest natural disaster in Vermont’s
history. That episode, “Vermont’s Great
Flood,” included an interview with
VHC Board member Sarah Dopp,
who contributed the rugbeater to the
Historical Society’s collection.
An episode about music in Vermont,
“A Green Mountain Mixtape,” featured
interviews with VHC Speakers Bureau
presenters Linda Radtke and Mark
Greenberg, along with two other
experts. A folksy wood carving served as
the springboard for that episode, which
related the fascinating story of Helen
Hartness Flanders, who traveled around
Vermont for 30 years researching
traditional ballads. The episode asked,
Page 8  •  Vermont Humanities  •  Spring 2018

“What is Vermont’s music? And should
we even ask that question?”
For the episode titled, “Selling
Vermont,” the producers viewed a
single-seat ski lift chair that had been
installed at Mount Mansfield in 1940.
The episode included the story of the
10th Mountain Division of ski troops.
These soldiers fought a pivotal battle in
Italy in World War II, and after the war
helped birth the modern ski industry in
Vermont and other states. The episode
also included an interview with Tom
Slayton, who is the former editor of
Vermont Life magazine, and related
how the construction of Interstate 91
destroyed a family farm in Ascutney.
Upcoming episodes will focus on
the history of auto racing in Vermont,
the evolving role of the state’s libraries,
and the history and legacy of alcohol
prohibition in Vermont.
Listeners can find the episodes,
historical photos, videos, links to
deeper information, and transcripts at
beforeyourtime.org . The show is also
available via iTunes, Google Play,
Stitcher, and Podbean. By subscribing
to the show on the iTunes or Google
Play stores, listeners can receive each
episode on a tablet or phone as soon
as it is released.

Dan Fogel has
been a valuable
asset to the Board
for his wisdom
and investment
expertise. He
joined the Board
on January 1,
Dan Fogel
2012 and served
for a total of six years, including six years
on the Finance Committee (the last
two years as its chair), four years on the
Development Committee, two years
on the Audit and Program Committees,
and two years as Secretary of the Board.
We have been
fortunate to have
the knowledge of
Nancy Pennell on
the VHC Board
since January 1,
2010. Nancy has
served a total of
Nancy Pennell
eight years. Her
board experience includes eight years on
the Development Committee (the last six
years as its chair), four years on the Ed
Annual Review Committee, three years
on the Program Committee, two years
on the Membership and Governance
Committee, two years as Secretary of the
Board, and two years as Vice Chair.
Joining the Board
on January 1,
2010 to fulfill an
unexpired term,
Gil Steil brought
great investment
savvy to his Board
service. This
Gil Steil
service included
eight years on the Finance Committee
(three years as chair), eight years on the
Program Committee, and two years on
the Grants Committee.

Board
and Staff
Thank You and Farewell to Amy Cunningham

Amy Cunningham
VHC extends a sincere thank you
to departing Community Programs
Director Amy Cunningham,
who steered VHC’s public-facing
programs for four years with
professionalism, attention to myriad
details, and an innovative mindset.
Amy launched important new
programs that expanded VHC’s

presence in the Vermont community,
including Veterans Book Groups,
Reading Frederick Douglass, and
Ideas on Tap. Under her stewardship,
both VHC’s annual Fall Conference
and its Vermont Reads program
hit record audience and participant
numbers. She helped bring ResultsBased Accountability training to
the VHC staff, which helps the
Council reflect upon and improve
its important work.
VHC is grateful for Amy’s
contribution to broadening its
impact statewide, and wishes her
the very best as she moves on
to her exciting new position as
deputy director of the Vermont
Arts Council.

Board Meetings and Call
for Board Nominations
VHC’s board of directors meets quarterly.
2018 Board Meetings:

May 16, Noon, VHC office, Montpelier;
September 20, Noon, Forest Center,
Marsh-Billings-Rockefeller National
Historical Park, Woodstock; December 5,
(snow date December 12) 11 am, Vermont
Law School, South Royalton. For more
information, or for date and location
changes, visit vermonthumanities.org/board.

VHC invites nominations for its board of directors.
If you know someone who would like to be
considered for the board, contact Linda Wrazen at
802.262.1357 or lwrazenvermonthumanities.org.

VHC Awards $18,100 in Humanities Grants in December, 2017
• Community Conservation Series: Relationship across
Difference, Shelburne Farms, $2,000 — to support the

• Solzhenitsyn at 100, Vermont Historical Society,

• Coming of Age: An Exploration of Identity Creation in
Film, Focus on Film, Inc., $2,600 — to support the Green

• 2018 Teacher Workshop, Weston Playhouse Theatre

• Lectures to Enhance the Ambrose Classical Play,

• Telling Our Stories: An Oral History of Place, Race,
and Education, Goddard College, $1,000 — to support

collaboration between Shelburne Farms, Shelburne Museum,
All Souls Interfaith Gathering, and the Pierson Library to
engage Vermonters in the lost art of conversation.

Mountain Film Festival’s offering of a Film Study Short
Course that will explore the theoretical and historical aspects
of a single, unifying film theme.

University of Vermont Department of Classics, $2,000 —
to support four public lectures to complement the inaugural
Ambrose Classical Play Helen by Euripides, March 22–25,
2018 at the Main Street Landing Black Box Theater.

• PoemCity 2018, Kellogg-Hubbard Library, $4,000 —

to support a month-long celebration of National Poetry
Month that features a walkable anthology of contemporary
Vermont poetry, workshops, presentations, and readings
during the month of April.

• Public Philosophy Week, University of Vermont

Philosophy Department, $1,500 —to support a week of
public philosophical activities — conversations, lectures,
readings, tastings, viewings — on issues of public concern.

$3,000 — to support the Vermont Historical Society, in
partnership with the Cavendish Historical Society and the
University of Vermont, to celebrate the life and work of
Aleksandr Solzhenitsyn in honor of his 100th birthday.

Company, $2,000 — to support the 18th annual
Teachers Workshop bringing together educators from
across Vermont to explore their 2018 American Masters
selection, August Wilson’s play Two Trains Running.

Goddard College’s examination of its racial history
through interviews with faculty and staff of color, and
to share the results with the public through broadcasts
and conversation on WGDR community radio.

Humanities Grant Deadlines (for Fall, 2018):
Accepting letters of intent: July 23–August 24
Accepting full proposals: September 3–October 5
Decision announcements: by December 12
For more information about the grants that
VHC offers to Vermont nonprofit organizations,
visit vermonthumanities.org/grants.
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Addison
Addison

County

April 4 ~ Understanding Scripture.
First Wednesdays talk. Middlebury
professor emeritus John Keenan considers
how we come to understand scripture
and gain an interfaith reading of the text
by stepping back to see it in context and
by stepping aside the text to see parallels
and similarities with other traditions.
Middlebury, Ilsley Public Library, 7:00 pm.
Chris Kirby, 802.388.4095.
April 12 ~ Valley Readers Discussion
of Bread and Roses,Too.Vermont Reads
Event. Join us as we discuss the important
topics this book raises. Hancock Free
Public Library, 6:30 pm. Jill Jesso-White,
802.767.4128.
April 25 ~ Getting from Here to
There: A History of Roads and
Settlement in Vermont. Novelist 
Deborah Lee Luskin asks how, given
Vermont’s historic resistance to road
building, we now drive cars everywhere in
the state and in all weather. New Haven
Town Offices, 7:00 pm. New Haven
Community Library, 802.453.4015.
April 25 (Rescheduled) ~ Slavery by
Another Name. First Wednesdays talk.
Historian and filmmaker Douglas Blackmon
discusses his film and Pulitzer-winning book,
Slavery by Another Name, which chronicle
the return of forced labor across the South
between the Civil War and WWII, when
hundreds of thousands of African-American
men were convicted of trivial or trumped-up 
offenses— or simply kidnapped— and
sold into the forced labor camps of a new
system of slavery. Includes brief film clips.
Middlebury, Ilsley Public Library, 7:00 pm.
Chris Kirby, 802.388.4095.

Above: Honeybees at work in the comb. In a new
Speakers Bureau talk on June 8 in Hartland, writer
and beekeeper Bill Mares discusses the origins and
evolution of beekeeping, including in Vermont.

May 9 ~ Vermont in the Era of Child
Labor: Leader or Laggard? Vermont
Reads Event. Join the Quin Town Center
for Seniors for a discussion about Vermont in
the era of child labor. Led by George Moltz.
Optional lunch follows; suggested donation
of $3.50 (those over 60) or $5 (for others).
Reservations for meals at 802.767.3763.
Hancock Town Hall, 11:30 am. Information,
802.767.4651.
May 16 ~ Vermont in the Era of Child
Labor: Leader or Laggard? Vermont
Reads Event. George Moltz leads a
community-wide discussion about Vermont in
the era of child labor. Refreshments served.
Hancock Town Hall, 7:00 pm. Information,
802.767.4651.
June 6 (Rescheduled) ~ Churchill
and Roosevelt:The Personal in the
Partnership. First Wednesdays talk.
University of Vermont History Professor
Emeritus Mark A. Stoler examines the
important personal relationship between
Britain’s Prime Minister and America’s
President during their World War II alliance.
Middlebury, Ilsley Public Library, 7:00 pm.
Chris Kirby, 802.388.4095.

Bennington
Bennington

County

April 11 ~ An Evening with Billy Collins.
First Wednesdays talk. The former US Poet
Laureate will speak and read from his work.
No tickets required. Seating is first come,
first served. Manchester, Burr & Burton
Academy Gymnasium, 7:00 pm. Cindy Waters,
802.362.2607.
April 24 (Rescheduled)  ~ Race at
Ground Zero: Integration in Leland,
Mississippi. First Wednesdays talk.
Pulitzer-winning historian and filmmaker
Douglas Blackmon speaks about and offers 
a sneak peek of his documentary film 
The Harvest. It looks at the failure of public
school integration and its relation to our
nation’s current racial turmoil, as seen

Page 10  •  Vermont Humanities  •  Spring 2018

through the eyes of people born in 1964 in
his hometown of Leland, Mississippi — the
state’s first students to attend integrated
classrooms from K to 12. Manchester,
Burr & Burton Academy Auditorium, 
7:00 pm. Cindy Waters, 802.362.2607.
May 2 ~ Roots of Our Geographic
and Political Divide. First Wednesdays
talk. Pulitzer-winning historian David
Hackett Fischer explains the astonishing
tenacity, even in our multicultural nation,
of the social and political cultures that
different early British immigrant groups
brought to different regions — cultures
that underlie our fractured political
landscape today. First Congregational
Church of Manchester, 7:00 pm. Cindy
Waters, 802.362.2607.
June 6 ~ Vermont’s Remarkable
Sharpshooters and Gettysburg.
Historian Howard Coffin shares his recent
research on how Vermont’s sharpshooters
played a little-known but major role
at Gettysburg, the great Union victory
that changed the Civil War’s course.
Bennington Senior Center, 1:00 pm.
Susan Hoag, 802.442.1052.
June 6 ~ Soup to Nuts: An Eccentric
History of Food. Writer Rebecca Rupp
explains the rocky evolution of table
manners, the not-so-welcome invention of
the fork, the awful advent of portable soup,
the surprising benefits of family dinners,
and more. Manchester Community
Library, 7:00 pm. Cindy Waters,
802.362.2607.
Book Discussion: Seven Deadly Sins.
These short stories from the Seven Deadly
Sins Sampler “remind us that most of our
problems arise in the hidden recesses
of the human heart.” Bennington
Free Library, Sundays, 2:00 pm. Karson
Kiesinger, 802.442.9051. April 8, Pride
and Greed. Led by Rachael Cohen. April
22, Envy, Anger, and Sloth. Led by Rachael
Cohen. May 6, Gluttony and Lust. Led by
Charles Rossiter.

Calendar
Caledonia
Caledonia

County

April 4 ~ The Invention of History.
First Wednesdays talk. We take history 
for granted, but it owes its inception and
survival to two extraordinary individuals.
Middlebury College professor Jane Chaplin
looks at the contributions of Herodotus 
(ca. 484-424) and Thucydides (ca. 455-400) 
to the development of historiography. 
St. Johnsbury Athenaeum, 7:00 pm.
Robert Joly, 802.748.8291.
May 2 ~ Reckoning with Darwin in
American Culture. First Wednesdays
talk. Americans came to terms with Charles
Darwin’s On the Origin of Species (1859) in
the aftermath of the Civil War, which shaped
how Americans processed new ideas about
evolution. Dartmouth history professor Leslie
Butler traces the ways Americans responded
to Darwin, culminating in the showdown over
the teaching of evolution in Dayton, Tennessee
in 1925. St. Johnsbury Athenaeum, 
7:00 pm. Robert Joly, 802.748.8291.

March 25 ~ Helen: The Face That
Launched a Thousand Stories. Grant
Event, Burlington. See page 15.
March 27 ~ Film Screening of Norma
Rae. Vermont Reads Event. This 1979 film
tells the true story of a young single mother
and textile worker (played by Sally Fields)
who agrees to help unionize her mill despite
the dangers. Light refreshments served;
registration required. Milton Public Library,
6:00 pm. To register, call 802.893.4644.
April 11 (Note date) ~ Building
Monticello. First Wednesdays talk.
Jefferson never knew the Monticello of
today — in perfect condition, impeccably
furnished. Dartmouth College senior lecturer
Marlene Heck explains the lifelong project
Jefferson called his “essay in architecture.”
Essex Junction, Brownell Library, 7:00 pm.
Wendy Hysko, 802.878.6954.
April 18 ~ Poetry and Choreography
Montage.Vermont Reads Event.Youth will
present original poems and choreographed
still life scenes based on themes in Bread and
Roses,Too. Discussion follows. Richmond
Free Library, 7:00 pm. For information,
802.434.3036.
April 29–May 5 ~ Public Philosophy
Week. Grant Event, Burlington.
See page 15.

Book Discussion: Forces of Nature.
The titles in this series explore humanity’s
relationship to forces beyond its control, such
as evolution, disease, and the planet’s fragile
ecosystems. Lyndonville, Cobleigh Public
Library, Thursdays, 7:00 pm. Cindy Karasinski,
802.626.5475. April 5, Edward O. Wilson’s 
On Human Nature. Led by Suzanne Brown.
May 10, Siddhartha Mukherjee’s The Emperor
of All Maladies. Led by Mary Hays.
Book Discussion: Fear No Labor: Novels
about Union Organizing. This series
examines the formation of unions in different
industries and the people who suffered,
fought, and died as part of the labor battle.
Led by Helene Lang. West Danville, 
Walden Community Library, Tuesdays, 
7:00 pm. For information, 802.563.3000. 
April 17, Denise Giardina’s Storming Heaven.
May 15, Jon Hassler’s Rookery Blues.

May 1–31 ~ Protest Banner Art Show.
Vermont Reads Event. This month-long
art show will feature protest banners and
signs designed and created by youth using
mixed media. Richmond Free Library, 
1:00 pm. For information, 802.434.3036.

County

Bill Hayes

Lyndon State College Veterans Book
Group 2018. Veterans Book Groups create
an opportunity for veterans to explore
books, poetry, articles, and short stories,
with the goal of fostering camaraderie and
a safe space to reflect and share ideas and
questions. Participants receive free copies of
all readings. Light dinner provided. Open to
any former Service Member who served in
a combat theater. Free, but pre-registration
required. Lyndonville, Lyndon State College,
Samuel Read Hall Library Veterans Lounge
(Rm 342), Mondays, 5:30 pm. Thom Anderson,
802.626.6497. May 14 and June 11.

Chittenden
Chittenden

May 2 ~ Love and Marriage in the 21st
Century. First Wednesdays talk. Dr. Polly
Young-Eisendrath looks at the transformation
of marriage over the past century from a
traditional contract between families to one
that celebrates idealization in the form of
“true love,” and suggests why the latter may
be harder to fulfill than many thought. Essex
Junction, Brownell Library, 7:00 pm. Wendy
Hysko, 802.878.6954.
May 7 ~ Abenaki Woman Speak Out.
Grant Event, Burlington. See page 15.
June 6 (Rescheduled) ~ The Legacy
of Rachel Carson. First Wednesdays
talk. Silent Spring not only launched the
environmental movement but also identified
fundamental problems with our relationship
to nature. Dartmouth professor Nancy Jay
Crumbine explores Carson’s clarity, courage,
and brilliance. Essex Junction, Brownell
Library, 7:00 pm. Wendy Hysko, 802.878.6954.
Book Discussion: B.I.G. (Big, Intense,
Good) Books. This series examines classic
works of literature of a certain size and
heft — both literal and figurative. Led by
Merilyn Burrington. South Burlington
Public Library (located in the University
Mall), Wednesdays, 6:30 pm. Information,
802.846.4041. April 11, May 9, June 13:
Anthony Trollope’s Can You Forgive Her?
Book Discussion: Memorable Memoirs.
These memoirs became classics for a good
reason. Unsentimental, yet deeply moving,
these life stories draw readers in and don’t
let them go. Led by Helene Lang. Shelburne,
Wake Robin Retirement Community, Mondays,
7:30 pm. For information, 802.264.5100. 
March 26, Dave Eggers’s A Heartbreaking
Work of Staggering Genius. April 23, Henry
Adams’s The Education of Henry Adams.

Franklin
Franklin

Former US Poet Laureate Billy Collins returns to
First Wednesdays with a reading at Burr & Burton
Academy in Manchester on April 11.

County

May 6 ~ The Old Country Fiddler:
Charles Ross Taggart,Vermont’s
Traveling Entertainer. Fiddler Adam Boyce
portrays Charles Ross Taggart near the end
of his career, circa 1936, sharing recollections
of his life and career interspersed with
live fiddling and humorous sketches.
Montgomery Historical Society, Pratt
Hall, 2:00 pm. For information, 802.326.3113.
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Book Discussion: Making Sense of the
Civil War. This Civil War sesquicentennial
commemorative series explores the
American Civil War through historical fiction
and interpretation, speeches, diaries, memoirs,
biographies, and short stories. Led by Suzanne
Brown. East Corinth, Blake Memorial
Library, Fridays, 4:30 pm. Emily Heidenreich,
802.439.5338. April 6, Edward L. Ayers’s (ed.) 
America’s War: Talking About the Civil War and
Emancipation on Their 150th Anniversaries.
April 27, James McPherson’s Crossroads of
Freedom: Antietam.
Book Discussion: Family History. These
Pulitzer-winning novels examine not only
relationships, but also the ways difficult
chapters of a family’s past are revealed by 
the passing of time. Led by Jim Schley.
Randolph, Kimball Public Library, Tuesdays,
7:00 pm. Lynne Gately, 802.728.5073. April
24, Marilynne Robinson’s Gilead. May 22, 
Toni Morrison’s Beloved.

The Connecticut River. On June 6 in Brattleboro,
author Michael Tougias shares an illustrated
presentation of the river’s rich history.

Franklin County (cont.)
June 5 ~ Sorting the News from the
Chaff. Paradoxically, the Internet has made it
both easier and harder to find “truth.” Journalist
and educator Mark Timney shares how to tell
good sources from bad ones, discern fact from
assumption, and distinguish “fake news” from
the real thing. Montgomery Town Library,
PSB Conference Room, 6:00 pm. Pat Farmer,
802.326.2211.

Orange
Orange

County

March 27 ~ The Many Meanings of
Maple. Maple is enormously important to
Vermont’s economy, ecology, and heritage.
Champlain College professor Michael Lange
discusses why sugaring has become so
important to Vermont’s identity. Fairlee
Public Library, 7:00 pm. Samantha Hickman,
802.333.4716.

Book Discussion: Farms and Gardens.
These authors explore the philosophical
roots, family dynamics, and personal
enrichment associated with tending and
growing. Led by Suzanne Brown. Bradford
Public Library, Wednesdays, 6:30 pm. Holly
Young, 802.222.4536. March 28, Jane Brox’s
Here and Nowhere Else: Late Seasons of a
Farm and Its Family.  April 25, Sue Hubbell’s 
A Country Year. June 6, Jamaica Kincaid’s 
My Garden.

Orleans
Orleans

County

April 4 ~ Virtue and Vice:The World
of Vermeer’s Women. First Wednesdays
talk. Dartmouth professor Jane Carroll
examines the stories of courtship, seduction,
and virtue portrayed and the encoded
messages presented in the works of
17th-century Dutch painter Jan Vermeer.
Newport, Goodrich Memorial Library, 
7:00 pm. Carol Nicholson, 802.334.7902..

May 2 ~ What If Poor Women Ran the
World? First Wednesdays talk. Labor
historian Annelise Orleck tells the story of
nine African-American union maids in Las Vegas
during the 1970s who challenged welfare cuts
and built a long-lasting, vibrant anti-poverty
program run by poor mothers. Newport,
April 26 ~ Wolf Peaches, Poisoned Peas,
Goodrich Memorial Library, 7:00 pm. Carol
and Madame Pompadour’s Underwear:
Nicholson, 802.334.7902.
The Surprising History of Common
June 6 (Rescheduled) ~ Teaching Hamlet in
Garden Vegetables. Science and history
Prison. First Wednesdays talk. Celebrated
writer Rebecca Rupp discusses the stories
behind many of our favorite garden vegetables. literary critic Ilan Stavans discusses his
Chelsea Town Hall, 7:00 pm. For information, teaching Shakespeare’s Hamlet in correctional
facilities, and shares insights his classes have
802.685.2188.
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made about the play and revenge, freedom,
and redemption. Newport, Goodrich
Memorial Library, 7:00 pm. Carol Nicholson,
802.334.7902.
Book Discussion: What a Character!
What makes a character memorable? Why
do the protagonists in these works of fiction
linger long after the last page is turned? Led
by Francette Cerulli. Orleans, Jones Memorial
Library, 2:00 pm. Joanne Pariseau, 802.754.6660.
April 7,Virginia Woolf’s To the Lighthouse.
Book Discussion: American Stories
Across the Generations. This series
focuses on the theme of relationships
between children and older adults. Led by
Rachael Cohen. Derby, Dailey Memorial
Library, Sundays, 1:30 pm. Maureen Badger,
802.766.5063. March 25, Sharon Creech’s
Walk Two Moons. April 15, Beverly Cleary’s
Dear Mr. Henshaw.
Book Discussion: Canadian Cultural
Diversity. Travel through Canada with
critically acclaimed books that make manifest
Canada’s cultural diversity. Led by Francette
Cerulli. Barton Public Library, Mondays,
11:30 am. Toni Eubanks, 802.525.6524. 
March 26, Alistair MacLeod’s Island. April 23,
Antonine Maillet’s Pelagie-La-Charrette.

Rutland
Rutland

County

April 4 ~ Reinventing the Family Home.
First Wednesdays talk. Middlebury College
professor Erin Sassin examines how American
reformers and homeowners have, in pursuit
of “the simple life,” attempted to reinvent the
form and idea of the single-family home, from
farmhouses and communal experiments to
the current tiny house phenomenon. Rutland
Free Library, 7:00 pm. Randal Smathers,
802.773.1860.
April 8 ~ The Hollywood Blacklist. In
the late 1940s through the early 1960s, many
screenwriters, directors, and actors were
victims of the Red Scare. Film expert Rick
Winston explores the origins of the blacklist
in Hollywood’s labor unrest, showing clips
from films affected by the fear that consumed
Hollywood. Belmont, Mount Holly Town
Library, 3:00 pm. Joan McCallum, 802.259.3707.
April 16 ~ Getting from Here to There:
A History of Roads and Settlement in
Vermont. Novelist Deborah Lee Luskin asks
how, given Vermont’s historic resistance to
road building, we now drive cars everywhere
in the state and in all weather. Pittsford,
Maclure Library, 7:00 pm. For information,
802.483.2972.

Calendar
April 30 ~ Life in a Jar: The Irena
Sendler Project. Dr. Jack Mayer tells the
story of a holocaust hero who rescued 2,500
children from the Warsaw ghetto, and how
three Kansas teenagers, sixty years later,
helped to bring that hero’s forgotten story 
to the world. Pittsford, Maclure Library, 
6:00 pm. For information, 802.483.2972.
May 1 ~ Vermont’s Musical Ladies.
Singer and researcher Linda Radtke, joined
by pianist Arthur Zorn, explores the
contributions of Vermont women to the
traditions of parlor songs, women’s club 
music contests, and social reform efforts.
Pawlet Town Hall, 7:00 pm. Stephen 
Williams, 802.645.9529.
May 2 ~ “A Republic, If You Can
Keep It . . .” First Wednesdays talk.
After the Constitutional Convention
Benjamin Franklin was asked what kind of
government we had. His famous reply speaks
to the fragility of our constitutional form of
government. Middlebury Professor Emeritus 
of Political Science Eric Davis explores 
how the brilliant foundational concepts
established in 1787 remain just as essential —
and fragile—today. Rutland Free Library, 
7:00 pm. Randal Smathers, 802.773.1860.
June 6 (Rescheduled) ~ The First
Amendment in Action. First Wednesdays
talk. Federal District Judge William K. 
Sessions III describes the application of the
First Amendment freedoms of religion, 
speech, press, and assembly with a close
examination of landmark cases. Rutland
Free Library, 7:00 pm. Randal Smathers,
802.773.1860.

Washington
Washington

County

April 4 ~ Chaucer’s Canterbury Tales:
Still Funny After All These Years.
First Wednesdays talk. Dartmouth
professor Peter Travis discusses the genius,
literary achievement, and enduring humanity
of Geoffrey Chaucer, the fourteenth-century
“Father of English Poetry.” Montpelier,
Kellogg-Hubbard Library, 7:00 pm. Rachel
Senechal, 802.223.3338 x311.
April 5 ~ Los Lorcas and Friends.
Grant Event, Montpelier. See page 15.
April 7 ~ Northern New England Poet
Laureates: PoemCity Keynote Reading.
Grant Event, Montpelier. See page 15.
April 8 ~ The Many Meanings of Maple.
Maple is enormously important to Vermont’s
economy, ecology, and heritage. Champlain
College professor Michael Lange discusses

why sugaring has become so important to
Vermont’s identity. Waterbury Municipal
Center, Steele Community Room, 2:00 pm.
For information, 802.244.7036.
April 9 ~ A Case of You: Joni Mitchell’s
Poetic Vision. Grant Event, Montpelier.
See page 15.
April 12 ~ Poems in Performance:
A Cure for Poemphobia. In this informal
talk, slam poet Geof Hewitt offers poems
that defy stereotype, and discusses strategies
for finding more. Part of PoemCity 2018.
Montpelier, Kellogg-Hubbard Library, 
7:00 pm. For information, 802.223.3338.
April 18 (Rescheduled) ~ Poetry and
Song. First Wednesdays talk. Celebrating
forty years together, the Thetford Chamber
Singers present powerful literary texts with
complex choral arrangements, including the
work of Wendell Berry, Emily Dickinson,
Henry Wadsworth Longfellow, and others.
Part of PoemCity 2018. Montpelier,
Unitarian Church, 7:00 pm. Rachel Senechal,
802.223.3338 x311.

June 2 ~ The Vermont Civil War
Songbook. Dressed in period costume,
Linda Radtke, with pianist Arthur Zorn,
shares songs from Vermont during the Civil
War period, with engaging commentary and
letters from Vermont soldiers. Montpelier,
Christ Episcopal Church, 7:30 pm. Information,
802.223.3631.
Book Discussion: A Mysterious Lens
on American Culture. In these mysteries,
mayhem and murder play out against a
cultural/ethnic backdrop — illuminating 
more than simply whodunnit. Led by Rachael
Cohen. Warren Public Library, 6:30 pm. 
Joy Worland, 802.496.4205. April 12, Barbara
Neely’s Blanche Cleans Up.

April 19 ~ From Winter to the
Warmth of Spring, with Robert Frost.
Grant Event, Montpelier. See page 15.
April 19 ~ Vermont Studio Center
Poets Reading. Grant Event, Montpelier.
See page 15.
April 20 ~ Poetry Play Time with Rosa
Castellano. Grant Event, Montpelier.
See page 15.

Ella Fitzgerald, 1947. On June 6 in Norwich,
Northeastern University professor Judith Tick
discusses the life and music of the Jazz legend
as part of First Wednesdays.

April 26 ~ David Hinton Poetry
Reading. Grant Event, Montpelier.
See page 15.

Windham
Windham

May 2 ~ Vincent Van Gogh and the
Books He Read. First Wednesdays talk.
Van Gogh’s letters reveal that his paintings
and drawings were inspired by his reading as
well as by people, nature, and other painters’
work. Art historian Carol Berry shows the
profound influence of the works of Harriet
Beecher Stowe, Charles Dickens, George
Eliot, and others on Van Gogh’s life and art.
Montpelier, Kellogg-Hubbard Library, 
7:00 pm. Rachel Senechal, 802.223.3338 x311.

April 4 ~ An Emerson for Our Time.
First Wednesdays talk. Drawing on Ralph
Waldo Emerson’s essays “The American
Scholar,” “Self-Reliance,” and “Experience,”
Amherst professor emeritus Barry O’Connell
explores the many ways Emerson’s writings
continue to offer insights that can make our
lives more open and fruitful. Brattleboro,
Brooks Memorial Library, 7:00 pm. Starr
LaTronica, 802.254.5290.

May 2 ~ The Old Country Fiddler:
Charles Ross Taggart,Vermont’s
Traveling Entertainer. Fiddler Adam Boyce
portrays Charles Ross Taggart near the end
of his career, circa 1936, sharing recollections
of his life and career interspersed with live
fiddling and humorous sketches. Barre,
Aldrich Library Milne Community Room, 
1:30 pm. For information, 802.476.7550.
May 19 ~ Solzhenitsyn in Vermont
Exhibition Opening. Grant Event,
Montpelier. See page 15.

County

April 9 ~ 1964: A Watershed Year
in Vermont’s Political (and Cultural)
History. Writer Deborah Luskin charts
the complex and nuanced shift of mid-20th
century Vermont politics from conservative
republicanism to a highly diversified political
climate. Bellows Falls, Rockingham Free
Public Library, 6:00 pm. Rockingham Historic
Preservation Commission, 802.376.7284.
May 2 ~ Georgia O’Keeffe: A Critical
Look. First Wednesdays talk. Georgia
O’Keeffe lived 99 years and produced 
over 2,000 works in her 75-year career.
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Windham County (cont.)
James Maroney, the former Head of American
Paintings at both Sotheby’s and Christie’s in
New York who conducted her estate appraisal
after her death, presents a critical evaluation
of her best work. Brattleboro, Brooks
Memorial Library, 7:00 pm. Starr LaTronica,
802.254.5290.
May 3 ~ Solidarity Forever: Songs of
Unions and Labor. For centuries, working
people have used songs to express protest
and hope and as an organizing tool. Using live
and recorded music, Mark Greenberg surveys
American labor songs from the beginnings
of the Industrial Revolution through 1930.
Putney Public Library, 7:00 pm. Emily
Zervas, 802.387.4407.
May 16 ~ Vermont vs. Hollywood:
100 Years of Vermont in Film.
Amanda Kay Gustin of the Vermont Historical
Society provides background and shares clips
from Hollywood films based in Vermont, from
1919’s Way Down East to 2005’s Thank You
for Smoking. Bellows Falls Opera House,
6:00 pm. Rockingham Historic Preservation
Commission, 802.463.3964.
June 6 ~ 400 Miles Down the
Connecticut River. Author Michael Tougias
offers a narrated slide presentation on the
Connecticut River’s history from the days of
loggers, Indian Wars, steamships, and canals.
Brattleboro Museum and Art Center,
7:00 pm. Kelly Therieau, 802.257.0124.

Windsor County
Windsor

April 10 ~ Weston Playhouse Theatre
Company’s 2018 Teacher Workshop.
Grant Event, Weston. See page 15.
April 12 ~ Weimar Germany and
the Rise of the Third Reich. Defeated,
humiliated, and in chaos, Germany after World
War I was imperiled by leftist revolution and
right-wing violence. Jack Mayer recounts the
origins of the Third Reich through the story
of Ernst Werner Techow. Hartland Public
Library, 6:30 pm. Nancy Tusinski, 802.436.2473.
April 25 ~ The Old Country Fiddler:
Charles Ross Taggart, Vermont’s
Traveling Entertainer. Fiddler Adam Boyce
portrays Charles Ross Taggart near the end
of his career, circa 1936, sharing recollections
of his life and career interspersed with live
fiddling and humorous sketches. Springfield
Senior Center, 1:00 pm. For information,
802.885.3933.
May 2 ~ Mourning Lincoln. First
Wednesdays talk. Public responses to
Lincoln’s assassination have been well
chronicled, but New York University Professor
of History Martha Hodes is the first to delve
into personal and private responses — of
African Americans and whites,Yankees and
Confederates, soldiers and civilians. Here
she investigates the human-scale reaction
to America’s first presidential assassination.
Norwich Public Library, 7:00 pm.
Lucinda Walker, 802.649.1184.
May 22 ~ Agatha Christie: Creator of
Miss Jane Marple and Hercule Poirot.
In this living history performance by Helene
Lang, Ms. Christie tells you about her life and
invites you to walk in her footsteps in England.  
Woodstock, Norman Williams Public Library,
6:30 pm. Danelle Sims, 802.457.2295.

March 25 ~ Wolf Peaches, Poisoned
Peas, and Madame Pompadour’s
Underwear:The Surprising History of
Common Garden Vegetables. Science and
history writer Rebecca Rupp discusses the
stories behind many of our favorite garden
vegetables. Woodstock History Center,
2:00 pm. Jennie Shurtleff, 802.457.1822.
April 4 (Rescheduled) ~ The Different
Strains of American Evangelicalism.
First Wednesdays talk. Dartmouth
professor and historian of American religion
Randall Balmer both looks at the internal
diversity of American Evangelicalism, which is
generally seen as monolithic but that includes
a progressive strain focused on personal
and social reform as opposed to theological
orthodoxy, and reflects on its theological
insights and contradictions. Norwich
Public Library, 7:00 pm. Lucinda Walker,
802.649.1184.
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June 6 (Rescheduled) ~ Ella:The Jazz
Genius. First Wednesdays talk. 
Jazz legend Ella Fitzgerald has been described
as a reluctant celebrity, private in words, and
yet her music speaks volumes about herself,
her friendships, even her politics. Drawing
on archival material, family interviews,
and recordings, Northeastern University
professor Judith Tick presents a fuller
portrait of both the woman and the artist
who transformed American popular song.
Norwich Public Library, 7:00 pm.
Lucinda Walker, 802.649.1184.
June 8 ~ Bees Besieged: A History
of Beekeeping. Beekeeping goes back 
10,000 years, but bees have been much in 
the news. Writer Bill Mares, a beekeeper for 
45 years, explores the origins and evolution 
of beekeeping. Hartland Public Library,
6:30 pm. For information, 802.436.2473.
June 14 ~ How the Guitar Conquered
America. Tim Brookes considers how 
the guitar grew from an unimpressive 
folk instrument 425 years ago to outselling 
all other musical instruments combined 
today. Springfield Town Library, 7:00 pm.
For information, 802.885.3108.
Book Discussion: B.I.G. (Big, Intense,
Good) Books. This series examines classic
works of literature of a certain size and 
heft —both literal and figurative. Led by
Suzanne Brown. Norwich Public Library,
7:00 pm. Mary McKenna, 802.296.2191. 
April 9, Herman Melville’s Moby-Dick.
For the latest information on VHC events,
visit vermonthumanities.org/events

First Wednesdays Rescheduled Talks This Spring
Weather forced the rescheduling of many First Wednesdays talks
over the winter, including the March 7 talks as this issue went to
press. Don’t miss the following talks on their new dates:
Essex Junction: “Transatlantic Traumas” (April 25); 
       “The Legacy of Rachel Carson” (June 6).
Manchester: “Race at Ground Zero” (April 24).
Middlebury: “Slavery by Another Name” (April 25); 
       “Churchill and Roosevelt” (June 6).
Montpelier: “Poetry and Song” (April 18).
Newport: “Teaching Hamlet in Prison” (June 6).
Norwich: “Ella: The Jazz Genius” (June 6);  
       “The Different Strains of American Evangelicalism” (April 4).
Rutland: “The First Amendment in Action” (June 6).
For the latest information, including new dates for the March 7 talks, 
visit vermonthumanities.org/events .

Calendar


Vermont Humanities Grant-Sponsored Events
Alnobak: Wearing Our Heritage
A Traveling Exhibition of Traditional and
Contemporary Art on Abenaki Culture
May 7 ~ Abenaki Woman Speak Out. Women members of
the Vermont Commission on Native American Affairs discuss how
the respected position of Abenaki women as culture bearers,
leaders, and mothers has been lost in contemporary society, and
how cultural traditions suggest possibilities for change. Moderated
by Abenaki scholar Melody Walker. Presented by Lake Champlain
Maritime Museum. Burlington, Fletcher Free Library, 12:00 pm.
Eloise Beil, 802.877.6648 or eloiseb@lcmm.org.

PoemCity 2018
Celebration of National Poetry Month in
Downtown Montpelier
PoemCity is a celebration of National Poetry Month that features
a walkable anthology of contemporary Vermont poetry, workshops,
presentations, and readings during the month of April. Presented
by Kellogg-Hubbard Library. Rachel Senechal, 802.223.3338 or
poem-city.org.
April 5 ~ Los Lorcas and Friends. In the spirit of Federico
Garcia Lorca — gifted musician, legendary poet/playwright and
ebullient performer — poets Partridge Boswell and Peter Money,
along with guitarist Nat Williams, fuse poetry and music in a
passionate and surprising mash-up. Montpelier, Cafe Anna at
Vermont College of Fine Arts, 7:00 pm.
April 7 ~ Northern New England Poet Laureates:
PoemCity Keynote Reading. Join us for an evening of inspiring
poetry by Poet Laureate of Vermont Chard deNiord, Poet Laureate
of New Hampshire Alice Fogel, and Poet Laureate of Maine Stuart
Kestenbaum. Montpelier, Lost Nation Theater, 7:00 pm.
April 9 ~ A Case of You: Joni Mitchell’s Poetic Vision.
It goes without saying that vocalist-composer-multiinstrumentalist Joni Mitchell’s lyrics are an integral part of her
varying, arresting soundscapes.VPR’s Reuben Jackson examines
and celebrates texts from Mitchell classics such as “Blue” 
and “Don Juan’s Restless Daughter.” Audience participation
encouraged. Montpelier, Kellogg-Hubbard Library, 7:00 pm.
April 18 ~ Poetry and Song. See First Wednesdays description,
page 13. Montpelier, Unitarian Church, 7:00 pm.
April 19 ~ From Winter to the Warmth of Spring with
Robert Frost. Join Peter Gilbert,VHC executive director 
and executor of the estate of Robert Frost, in reading and
discussing some Frost poems that take us from the depths of
winter (“An Old Man’s Winter Night”) into the warmth of spring,
including “Storm Fear,” “A Winter Eden,” and “To the Thawing
Wind.” Montpelier,VHC offices, 11 Loomis St., 5:30 pm.

April 19 ~ Vermont Studio Center Poets Reading.
Join us for a group reading by poets with ties to the Vermont
Studio Center, including Gary Clark, Kylie Gellatly, Jody Gladding,
Sam Hughes, Andrea Martin, and Meaghan Reynolds. Montpelier,
Kellogg-Hubbard Library, 7:30 pm.
April 20 ~ Poetry Play Time with Rosa Castellano. 
Through reading, writing, drawing, and crafting we’ll play with
some kid-friendly poems. Please bring favorite poems to share
over a snack. Ideal for children 7-11 years old. Montpelier,
Kellogg-Hubbard Library, 3:30 pm.
April 26 ~ David Hinton Poetry Reading. Writer and
translator David Hinton reads from his forthcoming book 
of poems Desert and other work exploring the weave of
consciousness and landscape informed by the insights of 
ancient Chinese culture. Montpelier, Kellogg-Hubbard 
Library, 7:00 pm.

Public Philosophy Week
A Week of Conversations, Lectures, Readings,
Tastings, and Viewings on Issues of Public Concern
April 29–May 5 ~ Presented by the University of Vermont
Philosophy Department. Burlington area. Tyler Doggett,
802.503.9370 or tdoggett@uvm.edu.

Solzhenitsyn at 100
Celebrating the Life and Work of
Aleksandr Solzhenitsyn in Honor of His
100th Birthday
May 19 ~ Solzhenitsyn in Vermont Exhibition Opening.
Join us to celebrate the opening of a new exhibition about the life
and work of Nobel Prize-winning author Aleksandr Solzhenitsyn.
The exhibition, a partnership between the Vermont Historical
Society, the Cavendish Historical Society, and the University of
Vermont, focuses on the author’s time in Vermont after his exile
from the Soviet Union. Light refreshments provided. Presented 
by Vermont Historical Society. Montpelier,Vermont History
Museum, 1:00 pm. Amanda Gustin, 802.479.4264.

Weston Playhouse 2018 Teachers Workshop
18th Annual Teachers Workshop Bringing
Together Educators across Vermont
April 10 ~ This 18th annual workshop brings together educators
from across Vermont to explore August Wilson’s Two Trains
Running. Teachers will discover ways to bring this play to life for
their students and offer insight into Wilson’s work. Keynote
speaker and hands-on workshop. Weston Playhouse Theatre
Company, 9:00 am. For registration details, call 802.824.8167.
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What are the

Humanities?

Solzhenitsyn at 100, Public
Philosophy Week, PoemCity
Some of VHC’s Grant Projects in 2018

Vermont Reads
Bread and Roses, Too in 2018
A Statewide One-Book Community Reading Program

Reading Frederick Douglass
Public Participatory Readings around the State

1st Wednesdays
Free Monthly Talks at Nine Libraries around Vermont,
October to May

vermonthumanities.org • 802.262.2626

Denis Petrulenkov, courtesy Russian Life magazine

