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OctOBer 5 (Note date)   n    Aaron Krerowicz
It Was 50 years Ago today”: Sgt. Pepper’s Lonely Hearts Club Band
Released fifty years ago this year, this iconic Beatles album is often regarded 
as the greatest rock album ever made. In a multimedia presentation, Beatles 
music scholar Aaron Krerowicz discusses the album and illustrates the  
development of its songs. Underwriter: Passumpsic Savings Bank Member FDIC 

NOVeMBer 1   n    Huck Gutman
William carlos Williams:  
America’s Most revolutionary twentieth century poet 
UVM professor Huck Gutman considers how William Carlos Williams 
changed American and world poetry forever by creating a new poetic  
language and new poetic forms. Underwriter: Bill and Sharon Biddle

DeceMBer 6   n    Carrie Anderson 
rembrandt and Vermeer in their place and time 
Middlebury professor Carrie Anderson explores seventeenth-century 
Amsterdam and Delft through the eyes of Rembrandt and Vermeer, who 
lived, worked, and painted in these prosperous Dutch cities. 

JANuAry 3   n    Derek Boothby
American exceptionalism revisited 
Derek Boothby, former director of the UN’s Department of Political Affairs, 
considers how the determination of America’s original settlers to create a 
society different from the 18th-century European model has fared long-term, 
and asks whether modern America is all that different from anywhere else.

FeBruAry 7   n    Brendan Nyhan
Why Facts Don’t Always change people’s Minds 
Why do people hold false or unsupported beliefs that are so difficult to
change? Dartmouth Government professor Brendan Nyhan asks what makes 
people vulnerable to misinformation, why facts alone are often ineffective at 
countering misperceptions, and what approaches might be more effective. 
Underwriter: Friends of First Wednesdays at the Athenaeum

MArcH 7   n    John Stauffer  
Giants: the parallel Lives of Frederick Douglass 
and Abraham Lincoln 
Douglass and Lincoln—one born a slave, the other born dirt poor—became 
respectively one of the nation’s greatest orators and one of its greatest  
presidents. Harvard professor John Stauffer examines their friendship, the 
similarities in their lives, and their legacies. Underwriter: Gil Steil Associates

AprIL 4   n    Jane Chaplin
the Invention of History
We take history for granted, but it owes its inception and survival to two 
extraordinary individuals. Middlebury professor Jane Chaplin considers the 
contributions of Herodotus (ca. 484-424) and Thucydides (ca. 455-400) to 
the development of historiography.

MAy 2   n    Leslie Butler
reckoning with Darwin in American culture
Americans came to terms with Charles Darwin’s On the Origin of Species 
(1859) in the aftermath of the Civil War, which shaped how Americans  
processed new ideas about evolution. Dartmouth history professor Leslie 
Butler traces the ways Americans responded to Darwin, culminating in the 
showdown over the teaching of evolution in Dayton, Tennessee in 1925.  
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