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“My education began with a set
of blocks which had on them
the Roman numerals and the
letters of the alphabet. It is not
yet finished.”

– Calvin Coolidge



In 2009, the Vermont Humanities Council presented and supported
1,250 lectures, book discussions, literacy programs, and other
humanities events in 145 Vermont communities, including towns 
in every county. In all, VHC reached tens of thousands of people 
of all ages and bac kgrounds, and donated more than 19,100 books 
to children and adults.

We hope to see you soon at a VHC event near you.
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A Lifetime Changed by Learning

ifferent as VHC’s myriad programs and events are, they all testify to the
value, power, and pleasure of learning throughout life, and to the unique

way that engagement with the world of ideas has of contr ibuting to richer lives,
stronger communities, and a more humane society.That is true for VHC’s many
public events and the hundreds of events for targeted underserved audiences.

One man in a Vermont prison told us, for example,
“My favorite part [of the program] was how [the instructor]
was able to draw from me some hidden talent tha t I had.”
Another told us tha t he lear ned for the fir st time tha t 
“a book can be mor e than a book sometimes . It can also
relate to per sonal experiences.” Would that they had
learned those things earlier in life.

It could be a teen par ent who’s surprised to learn at a
Never Too Early workshop that she should r ead with her
toddler every day even though the child can’t yet talk, even

though he doesn’t understand every word — because, among other
things, that’s the way children learn language.There are at least two
lives dramatically changed.

Middle school students at weeklong summer humanities camps
and adult literacy students tell us often tha t it was VHC programs
that caused them to disco ver that learning is fun, that reading and
books can be immensely rewarding, that they are capable of learning,
that their thoughts and reactions to what they’ve read have merit, and
that their comments are valuable contributions to a discussion.These
are important — even life-changing — discoveries.

All of us — young pups and old dogs alike — can and do learn new tricks, new things, new skills.
Indeed continuing to lear n is one of the things tha t keeps us vital — at every age. Learning is too 
important and too rewarding for society to relegate it to schools alone.The best learning, in and out of
school, piques curiosity — because it begets fur ther learning, often a lifetime of lear ning.That’s what
VHC’s programs and events do — they pique curiosity; they encourage and enable a lifetime of learn-
ing in an interactive, social context — because we all gain from thoughtful exchange with others.

Thank you for your support for the Vermont Humanities Council and for y our interest in helping
make the culture of this small, green corner of our country be one that honors learning, thoughtfulness,
and civil discussion about important ideas and issues.

All of us can, and do,
learn new tricks, 
new things, new skills.
Continuing to learn 
is one of the things
that keeps us vital —
at every age.

D

Peter A. Gilbert 
Executive Director

Sylvia Robison 
VHC Board Chair



At the hear t of Vermont Reads is lear ning for all ages — an intergenerational, educational
exchange that fires up communities in creative, thoughtful, experiential, and fun ways.
In 2009, Julie Otsuka’s When the Emperor Was Divine opened windows onto a part of history
many of us know little about — the internment of Japanese Americans during World War II.
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“I have seen my shyest students speak out, and have 

seen students who hate reading enter into lively, 

thoughtful debates. We had wonderful discussions 

about the effect of fear, prejudice, racism, 

stereotypes, and hatred — as they are found in 

the novel and in our lives. Thank you for giving 

my students such a wonderful opportunity!” 

– Virginia Dugan, Vermont Adult Learning, Rutland

“The students I work with, immigrants and refugees, 

are fascinated by American history. Gaining insight 

into America’s past is invaluable, as is discovering 

that the U.S. is not a perfect democracy. The students 

who have experienced war and “internment” or 

stays in refugee camps could relate very much to 

the circumstances of the family in When the Emperor 

Was Divine and recognized their common humanity.” 

– Jenny Gundy, Vermont Adult Learning, Colchester

Vermont Reads — A Statewide, One-Book Community Reading Program

Reading
A Lifetime of Learning through...

hen the EmperorWas Divine tells the powerful and
transformative story of an American family 

displaced by war — on American soil. Without rancor
or political agenda, Otsuka’s novel quietly describes 
the everyday details of the w artime internment of a
Japanese-American family.

People in 74 communities explored themes that the
book inspired, including loss of identity , stereotyping,
civil liberties, modern American history, Japanese and
Japanese-American culture, the World War II home-
front, and the “other” in American life.

Community members learned about J apanese 
poetry forms, origami, Ikebana flower arranging, tea
ceremonies, and kite making; held film screenings and
adult and teen book discussions; and attended discus-
sions about how the political clima te during WWII led
to internment and what Japanese schoolchildren today
learn about the war in school.

Many of the programs were hands-on.They included
Japanese painting tec hniques in Londonder ry; Hina
Matsuri, a traditional doll festiv al celebrating a young
girl’s growth and happiness in Manchester; a demonstra-
tion of Kyodo, traditional Zen archery, in St. Johnsbury;
Japanese folktales in Essex Junction; music on the 
Koto, a traditional stringed instrument, in Fairlee; and a 
student-written and perfor med theatrical presentation
of a chapter from the book in Montpelier.

Vermont Public Radio broadcast a weeklong, five-
part Vermont Reads ser ies of programs covering such
topics as the viola tion of civil liber ties, life in the 
internment camps, the impact of the inter nment, and
what life was like once internees returned home.

Julie Otsuka visited Vermont in the fall, appearing at
the St. Johnsbury Athenaeum for a book r eading and
talk and also at the Burlington Book Festival.

For participants in VHC’s literacy programs,
Vermont Reads provides a way to lear n about history,
different cultures, and ethical issues — all while
strengthening reading and comprehension skills. More
than 200 people par ticipated in Vermont Reads 
programs for targeted, underserved audiences — at
summer Humanities Camps for middle schoolers, adult
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literacy centers, low-income community centers, and
prison and probation sites.

For example, at the Milton Middle Sc hool
Humanities Camp students r ead books and engaged in
activities related to the theme This Land is Your Land /
My Land, exploring what it is lik e to g row up in
America’s diverse society.

English Language Lear ners found the pr ogram 
particularly enriching.They enjoyed reading a story and
learning about the histor y of their ne w country. One
student spoke about ho w she w as surprised that that 
history contains racism, and much pain and sadness.

Through the Community High School of Vermont,
inmates at the Northeast Regional Correctional Facility
spent a week exploring the book. They learned about

the internment through readings, film, and discussion;
they participated in a J apanese tea cer emony, learned
about haiku, and wrote their own poems.

This type of historical learning allows for reflection
upon the students’ own lives. One participant said that
the greatest thing he learned from the program was how
acts of injustice can have the deepest kind of effect upon
the heart—and how the injustice can also affect those
connected to the one violated.

Launched in 2003 with Witness, by Karen Hesse,
Vermont Reads br ings together scores of communities
and thousands of people of div erse ages, reading 
abilities, and experiences to read and discuss a book of
high quality and to par ticipate in comm unity-based
activities related to the book.

A seventh-grade student from Flood Brook Union School
in Londonderry practices his Japanese painting technique
as part of Vermont Reads. Students also wrote poems
that capture the characters in the book. 
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“The most rewarding activity was the community 

discussion. The students felt they were exposed to 

a part of history they had never heard about. 

Our community read is a great way to bring the 

community together, while at the same time 

presenting new ideas and facilitating discussion.”  

– Bonnie Stuart, librarian, Maclure Library, Pittsford

“As a result of Vermont Reads, we strengthened ties 

with the Bennington community, particularly the 

Bennington Free Library.” 

– Andrea Robare, project coordinator, 
Southern Vermont College, Bennington 

Vermont Reads is Active throughout the State

Books distributed: more than 4,000 free copies 

Communities: Alburgh, Arlington, Ascutney, Bellows Falls, Bennington, Bondville, Bradford, Brattleboro,
Bridport, Burlington, Canaan, Castleton, Chelsea, Chester, Corinth, Cuttingsville, Dorset, East Corinth,
East Middlebury, East Montpelier, Enosburg Falls, Essex Junction, Fairlee, Greensboro, Groton, Guildhall,
Guilford, Hartford, Hartland, Highgate, Hinesburg, Jacksonville, Killington, Lincoln, Londonderry, Ludlow, Manchester,
Manchester Center, Middlebury, Middletown Springs, Milton, Montpelier, Moretown, Morrisville, Newbury, Newport,
Northfield, Orwell, Peacham, Pittsford, Poultney, Quechee, Readsboro, Roxbury, Rutland, Shrewsbury, South Duxbury,
South Londonderry, St. Johnsbury, Starksboro,Vergennes,Waitsfield,Wardsboro,Warren,Washington,Waterbury,
Wells River,West Fairlee,Westminster,Weston,White River Junction,Williamstown,Williston,Woodstock

Humanities Camp: Milton Middle School

Vermont Department of Corrections: Caledonia Community Work Camp (St. Johnsbury), Northeast Regional
Correctional Facility (St. Johnsbury), probation and parole site in Burlington

Other special audiences: Burlington Housing Authority/Skills for Life, Central Vermont Adult Basic Education
(Morrisville), Howard Center Westview House (Burlington), Mercy Connections (Burlington), Project Rocking Horse
(Newport),Vermont Adult Learning (Chittenden County, Rutland)

VHC Thanks its Vermont Reads Collaborators 
Underwriter: NRG Systems; Supporter: Jack and Dorothy Byrne Foundation; Media Partner: Vermont Public Radio

H
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life’s work. The program uses litera ture, poems, and
essays to stimulate discussion about issues central to this
critical profession.

For example, at Copley Hospital in Mor risville, a
doctor, hospital administrator, social worker, board
trustee, hospital librarian, and several nurses sat down
to talk about the Scalpel and the Silver Bear by Lori Alviso
Alvord and the Spirit Catches You and You Fall Down by

Across Vermont—on virtually any night—people gather in libraries, community centers,
schools, town halls, state parks — and even hospitals —to enjoy taking par t in 
an education that, as Calvin Coolidge wr ote in his autobiog raphy, is “not yet finished.”
This never-ending quest for kno wledge and the jo y of lear ning is a t the center of the
Vermont Humanities Council’s community programs.

hether it is a talk about the shipwr ecks of 
Lake Champlain, a literature discussion tha t

uses mystery novels as a lens to examine American 
culture, or a discussion about the colorful history of the
American flag,VHC offers something for all Vermonters
to explore and enjoy, especially as the y discuss topics
with one another.

FIRST WEDNESDAYS.This eclectic, once-a-month
humanities lecture series has become a vibrant par t of
nine communities: Brattleboro, Burlington, Manchester,
Middlebury, Montpelier, Newport/Stanstead, Quebec,
Norwich, Rutland, and St. Johnsbury. Most Vermonters
are within an hour’s drive of a First Wednesdays series.

From October to May,Vermonters gathered in these
communities to expand their horizons about such topics
as the life of Allen Ginsberg, the legacy of Sam uel 
de Champlain, happiness, Ikebana and contemplation,
writing Mark Twain’s biography, the great camps of 
the Adirondacks, the history of herbal medicine in
America, Iran and the Obama Administration, a journal-
ism fellow’s two years in Pakistan, and Bill Lee on his
adventures in baseball.

LITERATURE AND MEDICINE. Literature and
Medicine offered healthcare providers at nine of
Vermont’s fifteen hospitals a ne w perspective on their

A Lifetime of Learning through...

Lecture and
Discussion
First Wednesdays, Literature and Medicine, Reading and Discussion,
Speakers Bureau, Fall Conference 

W

“The Reading and Discussion program that the 

VHC makes possible helps us in our mission to serve 

our community not just as a brick and mortar 

archive — but as a dynamic and inspirational 

community organization.” 

– Ken Linge, library director, 

Blake Memorial Library, East Corinth

“This program has allowed me an opportunity 

to read two books that I would not have selected 

on my own. As an adult, these books have put 

a real-life perspective on how people lived 

(and died) in these times.” 

– participant, Influential First Ladies, 

Walden Community Library
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Anne Fadiman. The talk about books quic kly turned to
the importance of listening and tr uly seeing pa tients,
especially when one needs to cr oss cultural communi-
cation barriers. They also r ead about Dr . William 
Ostler, who revolutionized medical educa tion in the
United States by espousing the radical notion tha t if 
one listens to the pa tient, one will disco ver that he’s 
providing the diagnosis.

READING AND DISCUSSION. Nearly 2,200
people read and discussed books a t 175 sc holar-led 
programs on themes suc h as Vermont writers, short 
stories, Shakespeare, gastronomy, Pulitzers, World War
II, revenge, the seven deadly sins, and the long-lingering
effects of war.There is even a series titled B.I.G. Books,
which explores works of literature of a cer tain size and
heft that can be daunting to tackle on one’s own.

SPEAKERS BUREAU. This venerable program drew
5,852 people to 141 e vents held at libraries, historical
societies, and other comm unity centers throughout

Vermont. They gathered for talks as v aried as “Vincent
Van Gogh and P aul Gauguin: the Odd Couple ,”
“The Vermont Civil War Songbook,” “Alec Turner: A
Trek from Slavery to Freedom,” old-time fiddle music,
and how the guitar conquered America.

FALL CONFERENCE. Over two days in November,
190 people fed their appetites for lifelong lear ning 
with Food for Thought,VHC’s fall conference. Sessions 
varied from purely pleasurable and informative encoun-
ters with food to deep con versation with Dr . Nils
Daulaire about the “Future of Food in a Hungry World.”
A special treat was a conversation about food, cooking,
and culture between legendary food and fiction editor
Judith Jones and Dar ra Goldstein, Williams College
professor and editor of Gastronomica:The Journal of Food
and Culture.

These numerous opportunities to lead a lifetime 
of learning brought the joy of discovery to Vermonters
in towns large and small in every corner of the state.

“Wonderful to have Mrs. Lang in our community.

The Vermont Humanities Council makes it possible 

to bring entertaining and informational programs to

small Vermont towns. Thank You!” 

– attendee, Agatha Christie: Creator of 

Miss Jane Marple and Hercule Poirot, 

Haston Library, Franklin

“If there was one theme that surfaced, it was the 

importance of really listening to and seeing patients.

During our last discussion a nurse who worked with 

cancer patients said, “There’s something beautiful 

about every single [patient’s] story.” She added that

the privilege of listening to these stories is what 

made her want to come to work.”

– Judith Yarnall, scholar, 

Literature and Medicine,

Copley Hospital, Morrisville

“This was a moving discussion. One participant 

described how the book about Iraqi exiles in 

the U.S. made her think in a new way about the 

experience of a family in Danville that had also 

moved there from a similarly war-torn country.” 

– Suzanne Brown, scholar,

Gastronomy: Novels About Food and Culture 

Pope Memorial Library, Danville
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First Wednesdays lectures are eclectic and engaging.
Topics range from the colorful history of the American
flag to a gripping account of Nicholas Schmidle’s two
years as a journalism fellow in Pakistan. 
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Correctional Centers,Welfare Brat, Humanities Camps, Never Too Early 

VHC’s literacy programs for targeted audiences mak e a tremendous difference by making
possible a lifetime of learning for participants. Children and adults served by these programs
learn lifelong skills and the long-lasting joy of books, discussion, and writing.

Literacy
A Lifetime of Learning through...

hank you for g iving me the oppor tunity to
change my life...and for being patient, and not

giving up on me.” Such comments are not uncommon
from those who a ttend VHC’s literacy programs.
The programs serve children just beg inning their 
education, middle schoolers, and adults who ha ve
somehow missed out on educa tional opportunities or
for whom English is not their na tive language.

CORRECTIONAL CENTERS. Correctional facili-
ties are not often places of hope and r eflection. But in
VHC’s humanities-based literac y programs in pr isons,
hope, reflection, personal growth, and enthusiasm for
learning are widespread.

VHC scholars, including several who are themselves
published authors, use poetry, memoir, and writing 
to inspire men and women to read aloud, find the poets
within themselves, and experience the pleasur e that
comes with learning.

These programs strengthen reading, writing, and
speaking skills and raise the bar for wha t the men 
and women can expect of themselv es. Participants find
increased confidence and impr oved personal interac-
tions with others. But it isn’t just the skills the y learn;
it is the r ealization that, as one cor rectional facility
teacher said, “reading and writing can change lives.”

WELFARE BRAT. The experience is personal for the
women in this initiative focused around Mary Childers’s
Welfare Brat. It brings opportunities for inspiration, self-
knowledge, and self-confidence as these w omen strive
to rise out of poverty and other challenging situations.

Childers’s memoir g ives an honest, often heart-
breaking but hopeful account of her c hildhood in 

the Bronx in the 1950s . By pursuing her dr eam of 
education, Childers rose out of m ultigenerational
poverty to earn a Ph.D. in literature; she now works as
ombudsperson at Dartmouth College.

Throughout the fall, women served by social service
providers in Alburgh, St. Albans, Milton, and Winooski
read and discussed the book. Women in the Nor thwest
State Correctional facility also took part. Childers made
six visits with audiences totalling 120. She discussed her
childhood and her pursuit of a dream of a different life.
Participants had the oppor tunity to make connections
between their lives, the book, and each other.

“Thanks again to the Vermont Humanities Council 

for providing such wonderful, enriching literacy 

programs. They are VERY much appreciated!” 

– participant, Never Too Early, Montpelier

“We learned more about the students in this ideal 

teaching situation. They all do have a desire to learn.

It was amazing to be a part of the success they 

were feeling.” 

– Kelly Henzl Sapier, teacher,
Stowe Middle School 

“Your programs in Vermont prisons offer support to 

teachers in Corrections, a breath of fresh air, and 

hope that reading and writing can change lives.” 

– Mary McCallum, Community High School 
of Vermont teacher, Southern State 
Correctional Facility, Springfield

T
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Childers inspired these women, many of whom share
multigenerational poverty, absent fathers, alcoholism,
and homes wher e education was not honor ed. They 
welcomed her honest and straightforw ard approach —
one that is empathetic but also points out c hoices and
opportunities for c hange in the w omen’s own lives.
As one w oman said, “I realized that there are many 
out there who face similar situa tions and who have the
ability and strength to reach their goals.”

VHC is g rateful to the Vermont Women’s Fund and the
Hendrickson Family Foundation for supporting this program.

HUMANITIES CAMPS. Reading lies at the heart of
each theme-based, weeklong summer da y camp for 
middle schoolers. Hands-on activities extend tha t read-
ing in varied and engaging ways. Eager students at eight
Humanities Camps explored Food for Thought; a ninth
camp explored diversity in America with This Land is
Your Land/My Land. For many of the kids in volved,
these camps were the best part of their summer.

In Wells River students tour ed an organic far m.
Burlington’s Edmunds Middle School students lear ned
about Asian food. Fair Haven students volunteered at a
food shelf and wrote family food memoirs. In Richford,
a birthday cake led to a discussion about how Americans
celebrate life milestones with cake.

Milton students r ead the Vermont Reads book,
When the Emperor Was Divine, and other books to lear n
about the ethnic mak eup of the United Sta tes. They 
created a diversity quilt, toured the Fleming Museum’s
exhibit on Na tive Americans, explored cultures as
diverse as Mexico and Israel, and made photo stor ies 
of their own cultural heritage.

Camp week is profound for teachers and students.
The campers transcend their nor mal social g roups,
and many raise their educa tional and emplo yment 
aspirations.And they find that books, learning, and even
school can be fun!

NEVER TOO EARLY. This early literacy program
trains childcare providers and par ents how to use 
books with young children and promote their children’s
cognitive development. Through the trainings, VHC
reaches Vermont’s youngest and most need y children.
In all, 1,030 providers and parents participated in 371
trainings, and VHC distributed 11,500 books.

New in 2009 w as Peaceable Stories, an advanced
early literacy training pr ogram that helps c hildcare
providers learn to use books to pr omote children’s 
positive social-emotional development at the same time
they nurture early literacy.

“[Mary Childers] is so real, raw, open-minded, 

outspoken, and down to earth. She made me realize 

that even if you have barriers there is no shame in 

speaking up and asking for help. She gave me the 

courage and strength to get my life straight.” 

– participant, Welfare Brat program 

“The best thing I learned is that there is a book 

for everyone and if you look hard, you’ll find it.” 

– participant, Humanities Camp, 

Richford Junior-Senior High School

“After having held my first Open House I don’t know 

what I was waiting for! This is an excellent program. 

I mentioned to the parents that a library card is 

one of the most priceless gifts you give to a child.” 

– participant, Never Too Early, Bristol

“On the days this class was scheduled, I had a 

reason to get up.” 
– literacy student, Southern State 

Correctional Facility, Springfield

Above, women at a Welfare Brat program in Alburgh at
the Northwest Counseling and Support Services Parent
Child Center pose with author Mary Childers (fourth
from left). Below, humanities campers from Richford
Junior-Senior High School explored books and hands-on
activities with Food for Thought as a theme.
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Humanities Grants
Enrich Vermont

“MJ Davis, the conservator of 

Mark Wheeler’s memoir, 

described the process by which 

she conserved the memoir— 

very informative. Howard Coffin

is a very powerful speaker and 

I liked his reading of excerpts 

of other soldiers’ diaries. It was 

very helpful in understanding 

the scope of the horrors.” 

– attendee, Mark Wheeler’s 
Andersonville Account 

“I really appreciated the 

emphasis the Ways of the 

Woods mobile exhibit placed 

on being proud to be from this 

area. There really is so much 

heritage to be proud of. 

Kids often ‘diss’ their town. 

Perhaps now they realize what 

the Northern Forest and its 

communities have to offer.” 

– Heather Guerin, Richford

“A tremendous event that 

brings together writers and 

readers for a magnificent 

weekend of literary magic. 

What a classy and enlightening 

experience. Burlington should 

be proud of its annual book 

festival.” 

– attendee, Melinda Moulton, 
Main Street Landing, 
Burlington Book Festival

Grants to Other Nonprofits
VHC Awards $35,011 to 17 Organizations

Bookstock:The Green Mountain Festival of Words,Woodstock.
$1,500 for the first-annual literary festival in Woodstock, offering performances,
lectures, workshops, poetry events, and readings throughout town.

Brattleboro Literary Festival. $2,000 for the eighth-annual three-day literary 
festival, which features author readings, panel discussions, and other special events.

Burlington Book Festival. $2,500 to support this fifth-annual three-day literary
festival, held in downtown venues and featuring prominent literary figures.

Civil War Anniversary Exhibit, American Precision Museum,Windsor.
$3,400 for a special exhibit on the occasion of the sesquicentennial of the Civil War.

Freedom and Unity: The Vermont Movie, Upper Valley Arts, Norwich.
$4,000 to create an educational DVD,Web site, and teachers’ guide for junior high
and high school classrooms that expand on ideas presented in the Vermont film,
Freedom and Unity.

Life in Washington County Video History Project, Johnson State College.
$1,000 to support a public history and video project on the history of
Washington County.

At Manchester Elementary Middle School, a VHC grant to the Opera Theatre 
of Weston helped fund a program on the theme “relationships teach 
responsibility,” which is found in the novella and opera The Little Prince.
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“The enthusiastic audience 

of 130 filled the Carriage Barn 

at Park-McCullough and 

joined in with hand-clapping 

and toe-tapping to some of 

the melodies, as well as 

participating with comments 

and questions.” 

– Patricia Gordon Michael, 
executive director, 
Park-McCullough House, 
about the Music of Irish 
Immigrants program

“The Ways of the Woods 

exhibit was very beneficial 

for our first and second 

graders. They learned a lot 

about the history of the 

forest and our connection 

to the land.”

– Kathleen Cowan, Burlington

“Thank you for providing the 

Storybook Opera Project Tour 

at Grafton. It really added a 

lot to the understanding and 

appreciation of the opera, 

along with the excellent 

teaching materials you sent. 

One of the classes was so 

inspired after the workshop 

that they created an 

improvisatory opera with 

a story they were reading, 

singing all the parts!” 

– Marcia Oster, 
Grafton Elementary School, 
about The Little Prince
Storybook Opera Project 

The Little Prince Storybook Opera Project, Opera Theatre of Weston.
$1,500 to support an educational outreach program to southern Vermont schools
about the theme “relationships teach responsibility” in the novella and opera 
The Little Prince.

Mark Wheeler’s Andersonville Account, Peacham Historical Association.
$1,511 for the preservation and presentation of a Civil War memoir written 
by Mark Wheeler, a Union soldier from Peacham imprisoned in Andersonville 
prison in Georgia.

MANGO Online Language Learning, Green
Mountain Library Consortium, Statewide.
$2,000 to help support the implementation of 
the interactive online language learning program
MANGO, which will be made available to patrons
through member libraries.

Teacher’s Workshop,Weston Playhouse
Theatre Company. $3,000 to support a 
workshop for middle and high school teachers 
on Arthur Miller’s Death of a Salesman.

13th Annual Green Mountain Film Festival,
Focus on Film, Montpelier. $2,400 to support 
this popular festival, comprised of multiple film
screenings and ancillary events such as discussions
and presentations involving filmmakers, writers,
and other guests.

To Life! A Celebration of Vermont Jewish Women, DAVAR: The Vermont
Jewish Women’s History Project, Rutland. $1,500 to support an exhibit 
about Jewish women’s contributions to Vermont.

Vermont History Expo,Vermont Historical Society, Barre. $1,000 to support
the tenth year of this weekend heritage festival, June 26 and 27. The 2010 theme 
is Back to the Land Again! Vermont Heritage Ways for Today.

Voices from Terezin,Vermont Symphony Orchestra, Burlington.
$3,000 to support a week of events, including symposia, an art exhibit, and 
two concerts related to the Nazi concentration camp Terezin.

Victorian Roots of Mysteries Reading Series, Bennington Free Library and
Baker Street Breakfast Club, Bennington. $1,200 to support a four-part reading
and discussion series using mystery novels based on the Sherlock Holmes style.

Ways of the Woods: People and the Land in the Northern Forest,
Northern Forest Center, Concord, New Hampshire. $2,000 to support a
mobile museum exploring life in the Northern Forest.

Yellow Barn Musicological Lecture Series,Yellow Barn Music School and
Festival, Putney. $1,500 to support a summer music program in Putney offering
public talks and demonstrations.

Rabbi Tobie Weisman of
Montpelier is featured in the
exhibit To Life! A Celebration
of Vermont Jewish Women.
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Vermont Humanities Programs at a Glance 

Program Audience Number Served (2009) Location

Brings Vermonters together for
activities related to one book
(The Day of the Pelican by
Katherine Paterson in 2010 and
When the Emperor Was Divine
by Julie Otsuka in 2009)

General public and 
intergenerational 
audiences, as well as 
audiences at correctional
facilities, literacy centers,
and humanities camps

Estimated 10,000+ people
in 74 towns participated;
70,000+ people listened
to broadcasts on VPR;
VHC distributed more
than 4,000 free books

Schools, libraries, businesses,
other nonprofits, and 
community centers statewide;
author visits to schools and
communities

A hospital-based reading and
discussion program open to all
hospital staff

Hospital /healthcare staff 200 people at 9 hospitals 9 of Vermont’s 15 hospitals*

LITERATURE AND MEDICINE: HUMANITIES AT THE HEART OF HEALTH CARE

Led by VHC-trained scholars;
participants make connections
with neighbors by reading 
and talking about books

General public 
and intergenerational 
audiences

2,170 attendees took
part in 175 discussions
in 36 Vermont towns

Statewide, hosted by
libraries or other nonprofits

Explores a topic in depth,
(Comedy and Satire in 2010,
Food for Thought in 2009,
and Robert Frost in 2008)

General public Approximately 150–200
people annually

Held at a central location.
(In 2009 at The Essex; in
2010 at the Stoweflake,
November 12–13)

ANNUAL FALL CONFERENCE

General public 5,852 attendees 
at 141 programs

Humanities commentaries 
by Peter Gilbert on VPR

General public 10,000 –14,000 listeners
every two weeks

VERMONT READS

Reading and Discussion 

READING AND DISCUSSION

SPEAKERS BUREAU

VERMONT PUBLIC RADIO COMMENTARIES

Hosted at libraries and other 
community centers statewide 

Speakers and living history
presenters are made 
available for public lectures

On VPR and at vpr.net and
vermonthumanities.org
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Once-a-month public 
lectures featuring nationally
renowned speakers,
October through May

General public 
within reach of 
9 regional centers

4,579 people attended
70 talks at 9 locations

Brattleboro, Burlington,
Manchester, Middlebury,
Montpelier, Newport/Stanstead,
Quebec, Norwich, Rutland,
and St. Johnsbury

FIRST WEDNESDAYS

Talks and Living History 

*Copley Hospital (Morrisville), Fletcher Allen (Burlington), Gifford Medical Center (Randolph), Northeastern Vermont Regional Hospital (St. Johnsbury), Northwestern Medical Center 
(St.Albans), Porter Medical Center (Middlebury), Rutland Regional Medical Center, VA Medical & Regional Office Center (White River Junction), Vermont State Hospital (Waterbury)



Program Audience Number Served (2009) Location

Grants Program

Grants to nonprofits for
humanities programming

General public 17 grants totaling $35,011
and serving tens of thousands
of Vermonters

Museums, libraries, schools,
fairs, and other venues
statewide

Grants 

A professional development
opportunity offering early
literacy workshops for
childcare providers, as well
as family literacy trainings
for parents

Childcare providers
and parents,
especially low-income
households and 
teen parents

Over 510 different providers
and 520 different parents at
371 events (11,500 free books
distributed)

Childcare centers and 
home care settings,
parent-child centers,
Head Start, correctional 
facilities, and low-income 
family programs statewide

NEVER TOO EARLY

A reading and discussion 
program in collaboration with
the Community High School
of Vermont, the Vermont
Department of Corrections,
and community organizations

Corrections inmates
and probationers; social
service organizations
helping women raise
themselves out of
poverty

478 individuals at 65 group
events, including 41 in 
correctional facilities 
(855 free books distributed)

Held statewide at 
7 correctional facilities and 
probation and parole sites,
at social service organizations 
in Newport and Burlington, and
at the Vermont State Hospital

CONNECTIONS

Weeklong summer day
camps for at-risk middle
school students.The camps
strengthen literacy skills and
build positive peer groups
and a love of reading

At-risk 
middle-schoolers
ages 11 to 14

144 students in 
9 Vermont public schools
(898 free books distributed)

At 9 schools statewide*

HUMANITIES CAMPS

Professional development 
program for Adult Education
and Literacy (AEL) staff to
facilitate book discussions 

AEL staff and students,
including refugees 
and immigrants

21 AEL teachers and 
422 adult students served 
(631 free books distributed)

VOICES 

Humanities-Based Literacy 

Awards totalling $5,000 to
support literacy projects

Literacy program
participants

18 awards paid for books,
educational field trips, and
other expenses; 1,200 books
donated to literacy programs

Literacy organizations
statewide (schools, childcare
and early literacy providers,
and adult education centers) 

MINI-GRANTS

GRANTS TO OTHER NONPROFITS

Adult education centers 
statewide, including Barre,
Bennington, Colchester /
Burlington, Middlebury,
Morrisville, Newport, Rutland,
St. Johnsbury, and Waterbury
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*Albert D. Lawton (Essex Junction), Blue Mountain Union (Wells River), Edmunds Middle School (Burlington), Fair Haven Grade School, Milton Middle School,
Richford Jr.-Sr. High School, St.Albans City School, Stowe Middle School, and U-32 (East Montpelier)



January 1, 2009 through December 31, 2009

VHC received 804 gifts from individuals, businesses, and foundations committed 
to providing literacy and public programs and events in every county in Vermont.
VHC’s work depends on the generosity and hard work of many donors and 
volunteers.We are grateful to each of you.

INDIVIDUALS

Platinum – $5,000+
Anonymous*
William & Patricia Alley
Judith Buechner
Wolfgang & Barbara Mieder
Elizabeth Steele
Bill & Jane Stetson*

Gold – $2,500+
Anonymous
George & Laura Heller
Lyn Hutton & Bill Zimmerman*
Kendall Mix

Silver – $1,000+
Anonymous (2)
Al & Dottie Bergendahl
Al Besser & Gretchen Rous Besser
John & Brenda Bisbee
Peter & Bern Collins+
Gail & Allen Dougherty
Dick Dreissigacker & Judy Geer
Peter & Bari Dreissigacker
Peter Gilbert & Cindy Char+
Victor Henningsen & Susan McCaslin
Melissa Hersh*
Syd Lea & Robin Barone*
Reeve Lindbergh*
Lois McClure
David & Mary Otto
John & Katherine Paterson
David & Sarah Roberts*
Sylvia Robison+
Gilbert & Cynthia Steil
Aggie Underwood+
Gaetano & Susan Vicinelli
Phyllis P.Wells+

Luis & Geraldine Batlle
Francine Bazluke
Timothy Beaman & Sylvia Lazarnick
Jim & Martha Beattie*
Jeff & Julie Benay
Sandra Berbeco
James & Judith Bernat
Tom Blinkhorn & Betsy McKean
Nancy G. Boardman
Amy Borgman
Joseph & Dale Boutin
Karen Bowles
Louis & Lois Bresee
Stephen & Laurie Brittain
Peter & Anne Brooke
Richard & Molly Brooks
Leon & Ellen Bruno
Carolyn Cadwallader
John & Cornelia Carpenter
Paul & Sandal Cate
Bob & Mary Ann Chaffee
Robert Cheney
John & Laurie Chester
William & Priscilla Chester
Jane S. Childs
Doug & Peg Clifton
Rudyard & Janet Colter*
Dick Conrad & Judith Irven
Anne Cramer
Fred & Sophia Crawford
Mark Curran & Margaret Straub
Dave Curtin
Vincent D’Amico
Linda D’Onofrio*
Will & Laurie Danforth
Jean Davison
Ann T. Debevoise
Landon & Alison Dennison
Mary Jane Dickerson
William Doelger 

& Linda Normandeau
Kathleen Dolan*
Frank & Joan Donath
Patricia Donehower
John & Virginia Downs
Bill Doyle
John Ewing
Stephen Ferber
Ronald & Sylvia Ferry
Jill Fox
Robert Gannett
Arthur & Pam Gilbert
Jim & Peggy Gilbert
Neal & Retta Gilbert
Bill & Valerie Graham
David & Nancy Grant
Phil Gray
Susan Greenhalgh
Jane Gurney
Robert & Barbara Haas
Susan & Richard Haedrich
Robert & Honore Hager*
Patricia K. Hannegan
Rick & Susan Hart
Michael Healy & Debra Blumberg
Jonathan Heaton

Bronze – $500+
Anonymous (4)*
Tony & Kathleen Elliott
Mary Feidner+
Al & Susan Gillotti
Hanna H. Gray*
Michael Katzenberg 

& Linda Prescott*
Marty & Barbara LeWinter+
John Marshall & Jan Eastman
Lowell & Sandra Mintz
Harrison & Margo Monane*
Steve & Martha Richardson*
Deborah Rubin
Aimee Schechter
Richard Steele
Andrew Tangalos*
Wally & Mona Tapia*
Lola Van Wagenen
James & Sandra Wilbur*

Patron – $250+
Robert & Deborah Aliber
Mimi Baird+
Susan Baker
Paul Bergeron
Rick & Carla Berry
William & Sharon Biddle+
Faith Bieler+
Jack & Mary Ellen Bixby
Scott & Mary Brown
Charles & Susan Burdick
Ralph Colin
Doug & Lisa Cox
Frankie Dunleavy+
John & Heather Dwight
Bill & Pam Eddy
Wayne Fawbush 

& Roberta Harold+
Prospero Gogo & Amy Lilly
Francis & Serena Hatch
Ward & Cheryl Heneveld+
Bob & Anne Johnson

Mitzi Johnson
Tony Klein
A. Paul & Arlene Krapcho
Barbara Bronfman Lande*
Dick & Helene Lang+
Joan Lang
Allen Martin 

& Bonnie Reid Martin*
Eleanor McQuillen*
Jean Miller
Michael & Annabel Moynihan
Bob & Fran Nye
Nancy Pennell
James & Judith Pizzagalli
Philip & Polly Pope
Charles & Linda Putney
Olin Robison*
Steven & Marjorie Sayer
Bill & Kate Schubart*
Daniel & Sybil Silver
Charlie Smith & Amy Mellencamp
George & Sigrid Snell
Vincent Starzinger
Dan & Jan Steinbauer*
Andrew & Gail Torkelson
Susan Watson

Friend – $100+
Anonymous (3)
Roselle Abramowitz
David & Elizabeth Ackerman*
Jane Benson Ackerman
Pam Ahlen
Lola Aiken
Julia Alvarez & William Eichner 
Rolf Anderson
Joan Ashley
Sarah Axtell
Barbara Barnes
Del & Linda Barrows
Donald & Christine Bartlett
Nancy Bassett
Dennis Bates & Ann Hazelrigg

Thank You to

OurDonors
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* Capital Campaign Gift 
+Combined Gifts 



Michael & Susan Heitner
John Hennessey
Randy & Karen Hesse
Donald & Pixley Hill
Philip & Joan Hoff+
Peter & Mary Hood
Jennifer Hopkins
Robert & Cora May Howe
J. Parker Huber
Beal B. Hyde
John & Gene Irons
Major Jackson+
Douglas & Martha James
Owen Jenkins
Gerard & Emily Jones
Wolf & Emily Kahn
Diane Kemble
Max & Paige Kempner
Stewart Kirkaldy
Susan Cooke Kittredge
Rona Klein
Anne Knapp
Gerrit & Ellie Kouwenhoven
Bob & Ann LaFiandra
Alison Latham
Bill Lattanzi & Martha Vibbert
Joel S. Lazar
Charlotte Lefevre*
Howard & Carolyn Leighton
Gertrude Lepine
Jeffrey & Holly Levison
William & Alison Lockwood
Charles & Wendy Love
Gene Lyons
Thomas & Charlotte MacLeay
Robert Manning & Libby Hillhouse
Gary Margolis
Peter & Isabella Martin
David & Lucy Marvin
Jane A. Mathison
Henry S. McCall
John & Bonnie McCardell
Tom McKone
John McWilliams
Kelly Collins Meade
Keniston & Carol Merrill
Martin & Edith Miller
Donald & Stephanie Miner
H. Nicholas Muller III
Radetta Nemcosky
Nancy Newbury-Andresen
Rosamond Orford
William Ottinger
Cynthia Parsons
Barbara E. Paul
John Peters & Hilarie Gade
Bill & Joan Pinchbeck
Mary Pittman
Jerry & Judith Rankin
Louise B. Ransom
Gretchen Reilly
Grant & Jo Reynolds
Alban & Margaret Richey
Arthur & Anita Ristau
Susan Ritz
Kenneth C. Roberts

Pat Robins & Lisa Schamberg
Andrea Rogers
John Rosenthal
Alan & Cynthia Rubin
Mary Rutherford
Marjorie Ryerson
Jonathan Schechtman 

& Deborah Doyle-Schechtman
Tim Shafer & Deborah Luskin
Alice Shaner-Simpson
Theodore & Carolyn Shattuck
Joel & Elizabeth Silverstein
Katharine Simonds
Steve & Ann Singiser
Frank & Ann Smallwood
Barbara Smith & Kim Cheney
Mary Jo Smyth
Jessie Snyder
Renee Snyder
Jonathan & Cindy Stableford
Bram & Janet Starr
Caroline Steele
Robert & Isobel Swartz
Victor Swenson & Judy Yarnall
Len Swyer
Carl & Chen-Wen Taylor
Nick & Joan Thorndike
Winifred Vogt
Anne P.Walker
Christian & Diane Walker
Janet Wallstein & Jane Dewey
Andrew M.Wentink
Richard & Katharine White
Reeve Williams & Sandra Anderson
Bruce & Gretchen Willitts
Timothy & Sally Wilson
D. Patrick & Kim Winburn
Malcolm & Marjorie Wright
Polly Wright
Thelma Zak
Nicholas & Joanne Zeoli

Donors – Up to $99
Anonymous (26)
Thomas Achenbach
Howard & Sylvia Adams
Mary M. Adams
Irving Adler
Peter & Susan Alden
Bill & Betty Aldrich
Patricia Allen
Jane Ambrose
Ed Amidon & Louise McCarren
R.C. & Lynn Anderson
Jean Andrews
Eleanor Angell
R. Arnold & Pat Ricks
Edith Artz
Don & Lela Avery
Jennifer Bagley
Rebecca Ballard
S. Carol Bam
Joseph & Susan Bamford
Thomas Beach
Jean Harvie Beatty
Alice Beisiegel

George & Paula Bellerose
Elizabeth Benedict
Sally Berdan-Molnar
Debby Bergh
Jeff Bernstein & Stacey Cushner
R. Kim Berten & Susan Cooley
C. Stark Biddle
George & Barbara Bitler
Joanne Blumenthal
Don Bredes & Eileen Boland
Barbara Bolton
Donna Bonang
Lynn A. Bonfield
Anne J. Bove
Bette Boyd
Edward & Marie-Helen Bradley
Peter & Mary Ellen Bridge
Judy Brook
Ben & Jeanne Brumaghim
Rodney & Sandra Buck
Charles Buell
Elizabeth Buffet
Anne Bugbee
Barbara Bull
Norman Burnett
Eric A. Bye
Mary E. Byrnes
Carol Calhoun
Paul & Rita Calkins
Roald Cann
Jerry Carbone & Kathleen Maisto
Jack Carlock
Rose Marie Carruth
Sarah Carter
David J. Celone
Henry Chandler
Robert & Janice Chapman
Anne Chase & Lynn Troy
Barbara Chick
Lorene Chickering
Michael & Juanita Choukas
Stanley & Kathleen Cichanowski
Charles G. Cilwik
Jean M. Clark
Oliver Goodenough 

& Alison Clarkson
Jack Clay & Juanita Burch-Clay
Virginia Close
Susan Cohen
Patricia Compton
Frank & Ramona Cook
Katherine L. Coppock
Paul Costello
Barry & Ann Cousins
Grant Crichfield
Louise H. Cross
John & Susan Crowther
Brian & Janice Cunningham
Lawrence & Helen Curtis
Alan Dann & Deirdre Donaldson
Sylvia Davatz
John & Peggy Davis
Robert & Charlotte Davis
Ralph Dell & Karen Hein
Jane G. Denker*
Don & Marty Dewees

Anthony DiBlasi
Judith DiMario
John & Ann Dinse
Thomas & Patricia DiSilvio
Julian & Sergine Dixon
Ted & Elena Dodd
Harold & Maribeth Domanski
David & Cathleen Donath
Pierre & Carolyn Donnet
John & Sandra Dooley
Sarah Dopp
Ruth E. Drake
Jay Dunlap & Jennifer Loros
Joe & Betty Dye
Rolfe & Viraj Eastman
Milton & Sylvia Eaton
Thomas Ehrenberg & Jean Giddings
Russ W. Ellis
Charles Emmons
Ilona Engel
Sandra Ershow
Malcolm D. Ewen
Sylvia H. Ewerts
Janet Fabricius
Priscilla Fagginger-Auer
Bob & Connie Ferguson
Mary Fillmore
Mark Francillon 

& Carol Hendrickson
Richard & Virginia Freeman
Elizabeth French
Geoffry Fried 

& Joanna Bodenweber
The Gardner-Morse Family
Anne Garrigue
David Gascon
E. Keith Gaylord
Robert & Leslie Gensburg
Bradford & Eugenie Gentry
Stokes & Mary Jane Gentry
Charlotte Gibson
Dean & Merrillyn Gibson
Tom & Barbara Giffin
H. Allen Gilbert & Lila Richardson
Walter Gilbert
Jeff & Ellen Gold
Linda Goldberg
Jane A. Goodwin
Ralph & Judy Granger
Janet Greenlees
Kim Greenwood
Peter Gustafson
Carole Haehnel
Bob Hagen & Kathy Astrauckas
Bill & Leslie Haines
Marie A. Hall
Natalie Hall
Warren & Barbara Hamm
John & Dorrice Hammer
Recille Hamrell
Marge Harper
Ben & Rosalie Harris
Chris & Sally Harris
Jeffrey & Hilary Hatch
Joanne M. Hayes
Alice Healey
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Michael K. Heaney
Gerald Heffernan
Ken & Carolyn Heile
Georges & Lynn Herzog
Robert C. Hicks
Beth Hindmarsh
Martha F. Hoar
David Hoeh
Nelda Holden
David & Michelle Holzapfel
Jack & Elizabeth Hontz
David & Kathy Hooke
Janet Houghton
Catherine Howell
Barbara Howland
Walter P. Hubbard
Raymond & Barbara Hunicke
Dale & Alice Hyerstay
Paul & Peggy Irons
Dona Jackson
Raymond & Muriel Jacoby
David & Carol Jarmy
Greg & Kathy Johnson
William Kaigle
Karen Karnes
Michael Fox Kennedy
Peter Keyes
Walker & Fredricka Kimball
William & Marcia King
Robert C. Kingsley
Ernest Kinoy
Peter & Joyce Klinkenberg
Laura Knox
Seth Koch
Edward & Curtis Koren
Roy Korson
John & Anya Koutras
John G. Kristensen
Emily Kunreuther
Suzanne Kusserow
Vivian Lacy
Marilyn A. Langer
Dorothy Larsen
Jack & Suzanne Learmonth
Hubert & Mary Lechevalier
John & Eunice Lemkul
Jane Lendway
Jeannette Lepine
Therese Lepine
Herbert & Cornelia Levin
Phebe Ann Lewis
Buff Lindau
Sandra Lindberg
Irving & Lily Lisman
George T. Little
Robert Lloyd
Carolyn Long
Harriet C. Long
John Long & Delight Wing
Charles Lusk
Allan Mackey
Fred Magdoff & Amy Demarest
Theodore & Patricia Mandeville
Anne Manwaring
Edwin Marsden
Bill & Donna Marshall

Donna Martin
John & Patsy Mathews
Jon & Kimberly Mathewson
Robert & Fiona McElwain
R. J. McKay Jr.
Colin & Earla Sue McNaull
L.O. & Emma Mead
Robert & Joan Menson
Paul & Ann Micou
Betty Miles
William & Elaine Miles
Sarah I. Miller
John & Robin Milne
R. John & Dorothy Mitchell
Cecilia Ann Mooney
John & Gina Moore
Donald Morrison
Joan Mulligan
Axel & Anna Mundigo
John & Helen Newton
Lucille Nichol
Ruth Nichols
Kenneth & June Nicholson
Robert & Julia Northrop
Margo Nutt
George & Judith O’Brien
Cynthia Oas-Kirk
Diana Olcott
Kuno & Patricia Olson
Nancy Olson
Joyce Ordinetz
Ralph Orth
Bill & Nancy Osgood
Meg Ostrum
Solveig Overby
John Pane & Elizabeth Bassett
Pamela Parker
Scudder Parker & Susan Sussman
Sarah Payne
Brooke Pearson
Loraine Pease
Linda Peavy & Ursula Smith
Neil & Carleen Pelsue
Bob & Thelma Perkins
S.E. Perlman
David & Elinor Peters
Edward & Joan Pfeifer
Edson & Blanche Pierce
Merton & Ora Pike
Peter & Mary Pill
Lori Pinsonneault
Robin Ploof
George & Doris Plumb
Constance Porteous
Ellen Prouty
Margaret Ramsdell
David & Michelle Rath
Norman & Evelyn Redlich
Bill Reed
Peter Regan
Rob Reiber
Martha Reid
Edward L. Richards
Veronica Richel
Andy Robinson & Jan Waterman
Carol Robinson

Ralph Rogosch
Marguerite Rosenthal
Fred Rossman & Leslie Abramson
Harry Rowe
Ronald & Nancy Rucker
Ernest & Jeanne Rueter
Tina Ruth
Lois Ruttenberg
Priscilla Salem
Stella B. Sargent
Robert & Gail Schermer
Marion Schneider
David A. Scrase
Jocelyn Secker-Walker
Nancy Segal
Dean & Ann Seibert*
Julian & Phoebe Sheres
A.J. Sherman
Jacob R. Sherman
Michael & Nancy Sherman
Peter & Anne Silberfarb*
Carolyn Silsby
Peter & Jacqueline Sinclair
George & Gloria Singer
Beverley Slocum
Ben Smith
Andrea Soucy
Jeb & Susan Spaulding
Georg Steinmeyer
William & Judith Stevens
Yvonne Straus
Gennifer Sussman
Dan & Mary Swainbank
Frederic & Diane Swan
Linnea Taylor
John & Natalie Thanassi
Thomas L.Toleno
Virginia Tomasi
Robert & Karen Tortolani
Heinz Trebitz
Brian Vachon
Cecile Valcour
Helen P.Valine
John C.Van Blarcom
Phillip Viereck
Lisa von Kann
Renee B.Warren
Knight & Mary Jane Washburn
Michael & Ethel Weinberger
Sandra Wells
Bernice Wesseling
Sarah Wesson
Mary West
Carol Westberg
Sally Wheeler
Kendall Wild
Alan & Elizabeth Wilder
Joyce Williams
Bob & Joan Williamson
Richard Wizansky
David & Carolyn Wood
James & Elizabeth Wooster
Linda Wrazen+
Chris & Jaqueline Wren
Don & Karen Yaggy
Allen & Kathleen Yale

BUSINESSES AND
FOUNDATIONS

$50,000+
A.D. Henderson Foundation, Inc.

$10,000+
Anonymous (1)
The Alma Gibbs Donchian 

Charitable Foundation, Inc.
Fletcher Proctor Trust 

for Destitute Children
NRG Systems, Inc.
Amy E.Tarrant Foundation
The Windham Foundation
Verizon Reads, Inc.
Vermont Department of Education

$5,000+
Gilder Foundation
Hendrickson Family Foundation
Jack & Dorothy Byrne Foundation
Lucy D. Nisbet Charitable Fund
Thomas Thompson Trust
Turrell Fund
Vermont Department of Libraries
Vermont Womens Fund

$2,500+
Agnes M. Lindsay Trust*
Arthur D. Dana Foundation
C & S Wholesale Grocers, Inc.
Community National Bank*

$1,000+
Anonymous (2)
Concept 2, Inc.
Evslin Family Foundation+
Fieldstone Foundation, Inc.
Goodrich Corporation
Ledyard National Bank
The Lodges at Otter Creek 

& Shelburne Bay
National Life Group 

Charitable Foundation
Schultz-Blackwell Trust
Walter Cerf Community Fund
William & Flora Hewlett

Foundation+

$500+
Burlington Vermont Branch AAUW
Community Financial Services Group
Dakin & Benelli, P.C.
Indian Tree Foundation
Paul Frank + Collins
Preservation Trust of Vermont
Rotary Club of the Valley
Stave Puzzles, Inc.*
Stewarts Shops
The Capital Group Companies*
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$250+
Anonymous (1)
Bear Pond Books/Rivendell Books
Creative Lighting Designs & Décor
The Ford Foundation Matching

Gifts Program
Jericho Woodworking
Merck Partnership for Giving
Norwich Bookstore
Smith & Vansant Architects PC

$100+
Anonymous (1)
GE Foundation
Geraldine R. Dodge Foundation
Hornung Family Foundation
Rock-Tenn Company
Russian Life Magazine
Shoreham Historical Society

Up to $99
Aetna Foundation, Inc.
Castleton Womans Club
Co-operative Insurance Companies
Give With Liberty
Pfizer Foundation
Springfield Art 

& Historical Society

SPECIAL GIFTS

Gifts in Honor of
Cathy Borer, Edward Borer, Leta Finch 

by Marjorie Ryerson
Rachel Aliber Duffy 

by Robert & Deborah Aliber
Peg & Jim Gilbert 

by Bob & Connie Ferguson
Peter A. Gilbert 

by Linda D’Onofrio, Gerrit & Ellie
Kouwenhoven, Jane A. Mathison

Barbara Howland 
by Neal & Retta Gilber t

Rosemarie Johnson 
by Mitzi Johnson

Samantha Marshall 
by John Marshall & Jan Eastman

Hattie Mattison 
by Anonymous

James Miller & Nancy Morrie 
by Radetta Nemcosky

Marjorie Ryerson 
by Mary Jane Dickerson

Aimee Schechter 
by Jeffrey & Holly Levison

Tom Slayton 
by J. Parker Huber

Victor Swenson 
by Louise H. Cross

Alice Worth 
by David J. Celone

A third grade teacher 
by Anonymous

To help someone to learn and read 
by Yvonne Straus

Gifts in Memory of
Anthony Bove 

by Anne J. Bove
Hayden Carruth 

by Rose Marie Carruth
Elise Couture 

by Bill & Kate Schubart
Henrietta Disenhaus 

by Anonymous
Jos.W.P. Frost 

by Vincent D’Amico
Sherry Gray 

by Phil Gray
Barbara Kinoy 

by Ernest Kinoy
Edward Connery Lathem 

by Peter A. Gilbert 
& Cindy Char

Nicholas & Jean Lewis 
by Linda Wrazen

J.Warren McClure 
by Lois McClure

Louise Roomet 
by Al & Dottie Bergendahl,
Bob & Mary Ann Chaffee,
Landon & Alison Dennison,
Peter & Bari Dreissigacker,
Peter A. Gilbert & Cindy Char,
Colin & Earla Sue McNaull,
Wolfgang & Barbara Mieder,
Meg Ostrum,
Victor Swenson & Judy Yarnall

Madeline Sherman 
by Jacob R. Sherman

Sally Swift 
by Ted & Elena Dodd

Gifts In-kind
Edward Connery Lathem
Anthony Otis, Esq.
Tele Atlas

Rutland Teacher John Peterson Receives Swenson Award

Rutland High Sc hool teacher John Peterson
received the se venth annual Victor R. Swenson
Humanities Educator Award, which honors a
Vermont educator in g rades six thr ough twelve 
who exemplifies excellence in humanities teac hing.
The honor brings with it a $1,000 pr ize.

Peterson has taught for tw enty-three years in
Rutland High Sc hool’s Social Studies Depar tment.
He has designed and taught courses in Anthropology
as well as an Advanced Placement U .S. History
course. He has served as the head of Rutland’s Social
Studies Department and is president of theVermont
Alliance for the Social Studies.

“John is a teac her constantly in motion, ” said 
fellow Rutland teac her (and for mer student of
Peterson’s) Jennie Gartner, who noted P eterson’s
fresh approaches to teaching, the interactive struc-
ture of his cour ses, his enthusiasm, and his humor.
“He is always developing new ways to make history
real, relevant, and compelling for students ....

There is no teacher I am aware of who is willing to
do more for any student’s education than John.”

Past recipients of the a ward are Graham
Newell of St. Johnsbury Academy, Mary Ann
Chaffee of Essex High Sc hool, Frankie Dunleavy
of Middlebury Union High Sc hool, Roberta
Steponaitis of Vergennes High Sc hool, Jean
Berthiaume of Harwood Union High Sc hool, and
Debra Lynde of Milton High School.

Swenson Award winner John Peterson with 
Victor Swenson 
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Revenue and Expenses

Revenue 
National Endowment for the Humanities $ 574,520
State of Vermont 172,670
Contributions and grants 349,244
Program and other income 170,570

Total revenue $ 1,267,004

Expenses
Programs and program management $ 845,319
General and administration 248,526
Development 131,906

Total expenses $ 1,225,751

Other changes
Change in net assets from operations $ 41,253
Nonoperating investment return 92,110

Total changes in net assets $    133,363  

Statement of Financial Position

Assets
Cash $ 246,596
Investments   189,562
Fixed assets 558,967
Other assets 29,161
Long-term investment 773,889

Total Assets $ 1,798,175

Liabilities
Payroll expenses payable $ 29,558
Grants payable 23,282
Other payables 40,169

Total liabilities $ 93,009

Net assets
Undesignated $ 300,997
Investment in plant, property, and equipment 558,967
Board-designated long-term investments 668,849
Temporarily restricted 118,611
Permanently restricted 57,742

Total net assets $ 1,705,166

Total liabilities and net assets $ 1,798,175

Under grant from the National Endowment for the Humanities.

Any views, findings, conclusions, or recommendations expressed 

in this publication do not necessarily represent those of the 

National Endowment for the Humanities.

Financial
Statements 
2009
January 1 through

December 31, 2009
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Richford humanities campers 
exploring Food for Thought enjoy 
a homemade lunch. 

Fall conference goers learned about
the Japanese tea ceremony from
Michiko Oishi. 

Humanities campers from Richford
Junior-Senior High School reading
books about food and culture. 



STAFF
Joan M. Black, Office Assistant
Jeff Euber, Communications and Literacy Assistant
Mark Fitzsimmons, Director of Community Programs
Peter A. Gilbert, Executive Director
Sylvia Plumb, Director of Communications
Jessica Santucci, Community Programs Assistant
Jan Steinbauer, Director of Literacy Programs
Ali White, First Wednesdays Director, Consultant
Linda Winter, Director of Finance and Administration
Linda Wrazen, Development Officer

PAST STAFF
Jane Ackerman, Director of Development

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Francine Bazluke, Essex Junction
William Biddle, Secretary, East Ryegate
Mary Ellen Bixby, Brattleboro 
Bern Collins, South Burlington
Frankie Dunleavy, Middlebury
Major Jackson, South Burlington
Michael Katzenberg, Middlesex 
Gary Margolis, Cornwall
Penny McConnel, Norwich
Nancy Pennell, Chester
William W. Reed, Chester
Sylvia Robison, Chair, Burlington
Marjorie Walker Sayer, Guilford
Caroline Steele, Tunbridge
Gilbert Steil, Ryegate
Andrew Tangalos, Williston
Wallace Tapia, Colchester
Aggie Underwood, Vice Chair, Cornwall
Phyllis Polk Wells, Cuttingsville
James Wilbur, South Londonderry
Russell Willis, Essex Junction

RETIRING DIRECTORS
Thomas Giffin, Rutland

The Vermont Humanities Council is dedicated 
to creating a state in which every individual
reads, participates in public affairs, and continues
to learn throughout life. A state affiliate of 
the National Endowment for the Humanities,
VHC relies on private donations to do its work.

11 Loomis Street
Montpelier,Vermont 05602
802.262.2626
info@vermonthumanities.org
vermonthumanities.org

Annual Report managing editor: Sylvia Plumb

Annual Report design:The Laughing Bear Associates

Photographs of alphabet blocks: Jeb Wallace-Brodeur

H
VERMONT
Humanities
COUNCIL

Calvin Coolidge and his son Calvin Coolidge, Jr.
build a cart together, July 27, 1920. 

Front cover quotation: 
from the Autobiography of Calvin Coolidge, 1929. 
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Printed on 100% post-consumer recycled paper 
using soy-based inks 

The alphabet blocks featured in this report provided three
generations of learning to the family of Steven M. Pappas,
whom we would like to thank for their use.



L I F E L O N G  L E A R N I N G
T H R O U G H  T H E  H U M A N I T I E S

•  FIRST WEDNESDAYS 

•  VERMONT READS 

•  READING AND DISCUSSION 

• FALL CONFERENCE 

•  SPEAKERS BUREAU 

• LITERATURE AND MEDICINE 

•  GRANTS TO OTHER NONPROFITS 

•  HUMANITIES CAMPS 

•  LITERACY PROGRAMS  

FOR UNDERSERVED 

CHILDREN AND ADULTS
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