Put your town on Vermont’s Civil War Site Map!


The VHC Civil War Sites Project 

The 150th anniversary of the Civil War begins in 2011, and Vermont has a rich Civil War history that is yet to be explored.  Vermont Humanities Council is coordinating a massive effort to document the many places where the Civil War affected life in Vermont - not only soldiers’ homes, but churches where abolitionists spoke, gun factories, farms run by women, monuments, and more.  Collaborating with historian Howard Coffin and with Vermont communities, VHC is compiling a data base of these sites.  A web resource, with maps and related information, and Howard Coffin’s book about the sites, will locate and tell the stories of these many locations to Vermonters and heritage tourists alike.  Vermont is the only state yet to tackle such a comprehensive project, and our web resource will be the first of its kind in the country!           

Help Write Vermont History!  

With undiscovered Civil War sites in every town, we need Vermont communities to help locate them, learn their stories, and submit their findings for inclusion in the website and book.  Among the sites already included (found with community help) are a stone hut in the hills of Windsor County where a man hid for four years to avoid the draft, a church in Braintree where William Lloyd Garrison spoke, and several homes where women met to make necessities for soldiers.  Make sure your town gets on the map!  

Searching for Civil War Sites 

Finding Civil War sites can be an adventurous, sometimes easy, and sometimes challenging way to experience your town’s past first-hand.  A search can begin by reading old newspapers, scraping moss off a gravestone, or researching your Vermont ancestors.  To help you, we have the following resources available: 

· Civil War Site Research Kit.  Includes places to start, methods to follow, research tips, and resources.  Pick up a kit today, request one by phone, or download one from our website.        

· Contact us with any questions, any time!  We can offer suggestions, connect you with resources, and interpret materials.  Historian Howard Coffin is always available to provide advice or to meet with you. 
· Grant Funding is Available.  To encourage community research projects, VHC is offering mini-grants of up to $500 to help with fees, exhibits, or to promote community involvement.  Contact us for more information.  
Project Timeline
Due to the sheer immensity of the project, and each site’s potential for further research, we urge you to join us right away!  Notify us as soon as you begin a project, so that we can offer help.  Because the project will culminate in 2011, a progress report is due on July 1, 2009, and a final submission of research is due on January 1, 2010.  In addition, VHC’s Annual Fall conference this November will be devoted to the Civil War, as will a future Vermont History Expo.
To ask for help, request a research kit, or report a site, please contact:

Julia Lewandoski

Civil War Program Assistant
Vermont Humanities Council



jlewandoski@vermonthumanities.org

11 Loomis St.






802-262-2626 ext. 315

Montpelier, VT 05602




www.vermonthumanities.org
